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Is Jesus’ Crucifixion Reflected in Soil Deposition?  A Geological Study May Indicate Earthquake 
Described by Matthew  

Read the unedited article at http://tinyurl.com/Good-Friday-Earthquake Biblical Archaeology Society, 

06/04/2012  

A new study of cores and seismic activity near the Dead Sea may provide scientific data relating to the 
event described in Matthew 27. Moreover, some have suggested that the new research on sediment 
disturbances can be combined with Biblical, astronomical and calendric information to give a precise date 
of the crucifixion: Friday, April 3rd, 33 A.D. 

Matthew 27:50-54 reads:  “Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that 
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks 
were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake 
and what took place, they were terrified and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’” 

Geologists examined disturbances in sediment depositions to identify two earthquakes: one large 
earthquake in 31 B.C., and another, smaller quake between 26 and 36 A.D. They write (note the 
assumption that the Gospel of Matthew is contrived), “Plausible candidates include the earthquake 
reported in the Gospel of Matthew, an earthquake that occurred sometime before or after the crucifixion 
and was in effect ‘borrowed’ by the author of the Gospel of Matthew…” 

The geologists compared their findings with Biblical information, including the chronology of the reign of 
Pontius Pilate, the Gospels’ accounts of the crucifixion occurring on a Friday evening, and the Synoptic 
Gospel account that Jesus died just before Passover on the 15th day of Nisan. Using this data in 
conjunction with the geological report, the authors of the study reasoned that Friday April 3, 33 C.E. is the 
most likely date of the crucifixion. While there are no direct extant archaeological artifacts relating to 
Jesus’ crucifixion, the disturbances in soil deposition may reflect the earthquake described by Matthew.  

This quake, occurring during Jesus’ crucifixion, would have been too minor to be described by non-
Biblical histories, but major enough to terrify the surrounding centurions. 
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The Megiddo Seal Bearing King Jeroboam's Name 

http://tinyurl.com/Good-Friday-Earthquake
http://www.bible-history.com/empires/megiddo_seal.html


 

In 1904 during the earliest excavation of Megiddo by Gottlieb Schumacher, a jasper seal was found in 
what was the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  It is interesting that the seal includes the name Jeroboam, a 
king of the Northern Kingdom AND the figure of a lion, the symbol of the southern kingdom of Judah 
which were enemies at the time.   

"Shema servant of Yarob'oam" 

The inscription includes the name and rank of its owner, one of the ministers of King Jeroboam II who 
reigned from 787-747 BC. The seal belonged to a royal minister in the 8th century BC. We know because 
the inscription reads "Shema" on top, and "Servant of Jeroboam" on the bottom. The word "servant" is the 
Hebrew word "ebed" and is mentioned in the Bible as one of high dignity in the government. Many seals 
have been discovered with similar inscriptions like "the servant of the king." 

Why would the king of the north include on his seal the symbol of the kingdom of the south?  Choose two 
modern warring countries.  It’s like the leader of one country issuing a coin with his name and the flag of 
his country’s enemy!  Examining the circumstances described in Scripture helps us to understand that the 
prosperous and victorious Northern Kingdom of Israel at that time would boast with a symbol of their 
enemy.  

2 Kings 14:23-25  In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of 
Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. And he did evil in the sight of 
the LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 

Jeroboam means, "may the people grow numerous." He was Jeroboam II, the son of Joash, king of 
Israel. The Lord had pity on Israel in the north, according to the prophet Jonah, and allowed Assyria to 
weaken Damascus and Hamath to relieve Israel of the Syrian yoke. Jeroboam II came in and conquered 
the territory (II Ki 14). This made the Northern Kingdom powerful and wealthy, although the prophet Amos 
protested against their boasting. It is interesting that he chose the name Jeroboam, since Jeroboam I was 
the first King of the Northern Kingdom in the early 10th century BC, who Solomon sought to kill, he fled to 
Egypt and gained refuge by King Shishak until Solomon died. Jeroboam I was at constant war with the 
House of David in the south and he is mentioned as the one who had led Israel into idolatry. 



Archaeological Excavations - Excavations at Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom, have the 
enormous wealth that existed in Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II in the eighth century B.C. 
Excavations reveal that Jeroboam II refortified the city with a double wall, thirty-three feet in width, which 
made their fortifications so substantial that the mighty Assyrian army took three years to capture the city 
(2 Kings 17:5). There was a beautiful palace of limestone with a strong rectangular tower and massive 
outer court.  The archaeologist, professor Yadin, has said of the buildings uncovered at Hazor and 
attributed to Jeroboam that they are "among the finest of the entire Israelite period." This jasper seal 
discovered at Megiddo no doubt demonstrates the prosperity of Israel during this time. 

The Biblical Comparison - It is very interesting that the Jasper Seal of Megiddo would contain the symbol 
for the Southern Kingdom of Judah. But in examining all of the circumstances involved and seeing what 
the Bible says it is no wonder that the prosperous and victorious Northern Kingdom of Israel would boast 
with a symbol of their rival. Let’s go back just a few verses and see what happened just before Jeroboam 
II became king: 

2 Kings 14:12-14 And Judah was defeated by Israel and every man fled to 

his tent. Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the 

son of Jehoash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh; and he went to 

Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim 

to the Corner Gate--four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and silver, 

all the articles that were found in the house of the LORD and in the 

treasuries of the king's house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria. 

Israel in the north had conquered Judah in the south and carried away the contents of the Jerusalem 
temple to Samaria along with titles to large tracts of Judean land. This would no doubt have made 
Jeroboam feel that he was entitled to exercise his power over the southern kingdom and use Judah's 
symbol as a symbol of his own. 

This is another amazing verification of history and the Bible where archaeology not only confirms the 
accuracy of God's Word but also answers some of the difficult questions in Scripture. 

(much drawn from bible-history.com) 
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While kings and well-known figures have been verified by archeology over the years, there are thousands 
of 'lesser known' and relatively unimportant characters in the Bible who could easily be overlooked if not 
for the fact that archeology continues to verify them.  

One such person is Nebo-Sarsekim. Nebo-Sarsekim is mentioned in the Bible in chapter 39 of the Book 
of Jeremiah. According to Jeremiah, this man was Nebuchadnezzar II's "chief officer" and was with him at 
the siege of Jerusalem in 587 BC. Skeptics have, of course, doubted this claim. 

In July of 2007, Michael Jursa, a visiting professor from Vienna, discovered Nebo-Sarsekim's name 
(Nabu-sharrussu-ukin) written on an Assyrian cuneiform tablet.  

This tablet was used as a receipt acknowledging Nabu-
sharrussu-ukin's payment of 0.75 kg of gold to a temple in 
Babylon, and it described Nebo-Sarsekim as "the chief eunuch" 



of Nebuchadnezzar II, king of Babylon. The tablet is dated to the 10th year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar II which to us is 595BC, 12 years before the siege of Jerusalem, once again verifying 
the dating and record of the Bible! 

We know that the chief eunuch was one of the commanders of the Babylonian army and among the 
highest officials at the Babylonian court. There was always only one man with this title at any given time.  

The little dated “receipt” reads…(Regarding) 1.5 minas (0.75 kg) of gold, the property of Nabu-

sharrussu-ukin, the chief eunuch, which he sent via Arad-Banitu the eunuch to [the temple] 

Esangila: Arad-Banitu has delivered [it] to Esangila.  In the presence of Bel-usat, son of Aplaya, 

the royal bodyguard, [and of] Nadin, son of Marduk-zer-ibni.  Month XI, day 18, year 10 [of] 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

The chief eunuch’s name (Nabu-sharrussu-ukin in its Babylonian form) becomes Nebusarsekim in the 
New English Bible. It has been shortened because the Hebrew text was originally written without vowels 

(as follows: N-b-w-sh-r-s-k-y-m). The vowels were added later at a time when the full sound of the 

original name was no longer certain. The correspondence with the Babylonian form can best be seen by 
comparing it with the Hebrew consonants only. The name represents an attempt to record a strange 
Babylonian name where the details of the words were unfamiliar. 

Nabu-sharrussu-ukin and Nebusarsekim are clearly the same person. 

Based on “The Old Testament Has Been Archaeologically Verified” at www.pleaseconvinceme.com 

Additional information from www.britishmuseum.org. 
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After Solomon’s reign, civil war left the Kingdom of Israel divided into Israel in the North and Judah in 
the South.  Years later, Israel was conquered by the Assyrians who dispersed the people and replaced 
them with people from other conquered peoples.  While these people are often labeled “the 10 lost 
tribes of Israel”, many of them actually escaped as refugees to Judah, where the population exploded, 
and likely elsewhere.  You may have noticed that members of the “lost” tribes are mentioned in the 
New Testament.  The Prophetess Anna (Luke 2:36) was from the tribe of Asher. James opens his letter 
"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered abroad, greeting" 
(James 1:1).)   By the way, some Muslims claim that the 10 Lost Tribes of Israel became the now Muslim 
people of Afghanistan. DNA does not support this belief just as DNA does not support the key Mormon 
teaching that Native Americans are descendants of the “lost” tribes.  
 
Later, Judah experienced the same process under the Babylonians when many people were exiled to 
Babylonia.  Some escaped to Egypt, among them the prophet Jeremiah. 
 
We have archaeological evidence of Jewish migration to Egypt as the Babylonians conquered Judah and 
destroyed Solomon’s Temple.  In the early 1900s AD, dozens of papyrus scrolls were found in the dry 
climate of southern Egypt that described the lives of a Jewish community. “From these documents 
scholars learned that during the time of the Twenty-sixth Egyptian Dynasty (663-525 B.C.) Jews who had 
emigrated from Palestine had been forced to settle on the island of Elephantine as mercenaries to 
defend Egypt's southern border. (The Temple was destroyed in 587 BC.) 
 

http://www.pleaseconvinceme.com/


 
Site of Elephantine on the Aswan River, Egypt. 
 
These Jewish soldiers had built a temple, which they dedicated to Yahweh, although they also served 
other gods just as did their preexilic compatriots in Judah. When the Persians conquered Egypt in 525 
B.C., he destroyed the Egyptian Khnum temple of Elephantine but did not touch the Jewish Yahweh 
temple on the same island, probably because as a Zoroastrian monotheist he was favorably disposed 
toward the Jews, who were also generally known to be monotheists.    
 
According to these Aramaic papyri, Egyptian soldiers stationed at Aswan crossed the river and destroyed 
the Jewish temple in 410 B.-C. at a time when Arsames, the Persian ruler of the country, was away on a 
visit to the Persian king. Apparently they had the tacit approval of Widrang, the local commanding 
general. When Arsames returned, the Jews of Elephantine complained to him about this attack, and he 
punished Widrang for his complicity in the violence, but to the dismay of the Jews, he did not grant 
them permission to rebuild their temple. Instead, he demanded that they obtain permission from the 
Jerusalem authorities before he would allow the temple to be built. Possibly Arsames was acquainted 
with such conservative Jews as Ezra and Nehemiah (leaders of the rebuilding of the Temple and the 
Walls of Jerusalem) and knew that they were opposed to the existence of any Yahweh sanctuaries 
rivaling the central Temple in Jerusalem. Therefore, he may have deemed it the wisest course of action 
to let the Jerusalem authorities bear the blame for a refusal to permit the rebuilding of the temple.  
 



 
Ruins of Elephantine.  The Jewish temple here has not been discovered.  It is believed to have been 
destroyed and covered by an Egyptian temple. 
 
The Jews, having no other choice, sent a letter to the two highest officials in Judah, the Persian governor 
Bigvai and the high priest Johanan (mentioned in Neh. 12:22, 23), requesting permission to rebuild their 
temple. This letter was evidently ignored by the Jerusalem authorities, since the Elephantine Jews never 
received a reply. After waiting two years, they dispatched another letter, this time addressed only to 
Bigvai, repeating their request. They also offered to pay a bribe for the desired permission and 
mentioned that they had placed this matter also before the sons of Sanballat, governor of Samaria, the 
old archenemy of Nehemiah (see chap. 6: 1ff.). Without explicitly saying so, they thus intimated that if 
the Jerusalem authorities were unwilling to grant their request, the rival nation of the Samaritans might 
be willing to allow them to build on Elephantine a branch sanctuary of their temple. 
 
This second letter had the desired results. Bigvai held a meeting with Sanballat's son Delaiah, so that he 
would not be double-crossed by the Elephantine Jews, and after this consultation granted them 
permission to rebuild their temple but with the proviso that it could serve only for bloodless offerings. 
Unfortunately, the preserved documents do not inform us whether, after receipt of this permission from 
Jerusalem, Arsames granted a permit to rebuild the temple on Elephantine or whether the temple was 
actually rebuilt. Neither has the actual site of the Jewish temple on Elephantine been discovered yet. 
From other historical sources we know, however, that the Egyptians rebelled against their Persian rulers 
a few years later and drove all foreigners out of the country. The fate of the Jews of Elephantine after 
this rebellion is unknown. Whether they were massacred or allowed to leave the country is uncertain.” 
 



 
Elephantine Papyri written in Aramaic. 
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Vibia Perpetua lived from 182 to March 7, 203 AD in the town of Carthage, North Africa 

(modern Tunisa).     She is a Christian martyr who wrote The Passion of Saints Perpetua and 

Felicity, a journal recounting her trial and imprisonment for her Christian faith.  Her writing was  

continued by a fellow Christian who wrote of one of Perpetua’s companions—the pregnant slave 

Felicity— who gave birth while in prison; he also wrote of the young Christians’ bravery in the 

arena when they were attacked by wild beasts and, finally, of Perpetua’s voluntary acceptance of 

death by the sword.  Her father was a Roman proconsul and a pagan, her mother a Christian, her 

brother a catechumen with her.  The story's fascination is so great that Saint Augustine had to 

forbid his priests from placing it on the same level as the Holy Scriptures. 

Carthage in the 2nd century had a vibrant Christian community that included the Church Father 

Tertullian.  Sometime after 201, the Roman emperor Septimius Severus forbade conversion to 

Christianity or Judaism, and in 203 the governor of Carthage, Hilarian, enforced this edict.  

Perpetua and companions were arrested because they were catechumens (people preparing for 

baptism). They were tried, refused to renounce their faith, and were condemned to death in the 

arena. 

The Passions of Saints Perpetua and Felicity is one of the earliest writings of a Christian woman.  

You can read this important work at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/perpetua.asp 
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http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/perpetua.asp


In 1992, Doron Nof, the Department of Oceanography at Florida State University, and Nathan Paldor, the 
Department of Atmospheric Sciences at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem published, “Are There 
Oceanographic Explanations for the Israelites' Crossing of the Red Sea?”(their nighttime march 
through the Sea is described in Exodus 14) the abstract of which is found below.  Here’s a quick 
summary.   

 If the Israelites crossed the Sea where a shallow, narrow and long channel (such as the Gulf of 
Suez) is connected to a large body of water (the main body of the Red Sea) and  

 If a strong, uniform wide blows over the entire gulf for a period of about a day as described in the 
Bible, then it would 

 Result in a receding distance of about ¾ mile and a sea level drop of more than 8 feet and 

 Upon an abrupt relaxation of the wind, the water returns to its prewind position as a fast wave that 
floods the entire area within minutes as described in the Bible causing the death of Pharaoh and 
his army. 

 They also tested a tsunami as a possible explanation for the parting of the Sea but found it 
inadequate. 

Faith does not depend on scientific support.  Faith is a gift of God.  It nice to see that science (and 
archaeology) again and again supports Scripture.  Sharing the scientific plausibilities with the Holy Spirit’s 
support and guidance just may open the eyes of those who have been taught to “write off” God’s Word. 

You can read the entire study for yourself (and study the high-end mathematic calculations used in this 

study) at http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/1520-

0477%281992%29073%3C0305%3AATOEFT%3E2.0.CO%3B2 

This issue of Archaeology & the Bible originated from an issue of “Creation Moments” 
www.creationmoments.com/. 

Paul 

Abstract 

Two relatively simple physical oceanographic processes are suggested as plausible explanations for the 
biblical description of the Israelites' Crossing of the Red Sea during their exodus from Egypt. The first 
involves strong wind that blows along the Gulf of Suez and pushes the water a considerable distance 
away from the regular shoreline. This process is examined with the aid of a simple conceptual model 
consisting of a shallow, narrow, and long channel (corresponding to the Gulf of Suez) connected to a 
large body of water (corresponding to the main body of the Red Sea). Uniform wind is allowed to blow 
over the entire gulf for a period of about a day and the resulting phenomena are examined by solving the 
appropriate governing equations. 

It is shown that, in a similar fashion to the familiar wind setup in a long and narrow lake, the water at the 
edge of the gulf slowly recedes away from its original prewind position. The receding distance of the 
shoreline and the associated sea level drop are computed by solving the nonlinear equation that governs 
the motion resulting from the wind. It is found that, even for moderate storms with wind speed of about 20 
m s

−1
 receding distance of more than 1 km and a sea level drop of more than 2.5 m are obtained. These 

relatively high values are a result of the unique geometry of the gulf (i.e., its rather small width-to-length 
and depth-to-length ratios) and the nonlinearity of the governing equation. Upon an abrupt relaxation of 
the wind, the water returns to its prewind position as a fast (nonlinear) gravity wave that floods the entire 
receding zone within minutes. It is suggested that the crossing occurred while the water receded and that 
the drowning of the Egyptians was a result of the rapidly returning wave. 

http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/1520-0477%281992%29073%3C0305%3AATOEFT%3E2.0.CO%3B2
http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/1520-0477%281992%29073%3C0305%3AATOEFT%3E2.0.CO%3B2


The second possible mechanism that is considered is a tsunami (i.e., a flood resulting from an 
earthquake under the sea)m that arrived at the Gulf of Suez from the main body of the Red Sea. In a 
similar fashion to the wind setup mechanism, a fast nonlinear gravity wave that could be responsible for 
the drowning is involved. 

Of the two possible mechanisms, the wind setdown appears to be a more plausible explanation, because 
it is more closely related to the biblical description in terms of the strong wind prior to the event, the 
receding water, and the crossing in the midst of the sea. 

- To add an e-mail address to this list, click “reply” and type the address with something like 
“please add to the e-mail list…” 

- Corrections are welcomed by replying to this e-mail address.  

- Previous issues are archived at www.ntbc.wordpress.com.  
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It is believed that much of the land surrounding the Mediterranean Sea was once forested.  That 

is until the Bronze Age and especially the Iron Age.    

All iron making blast furnaces were fueled by charcoal until coke (made from coal) was 

introduced in the early 1700s AD.  Charcoal is usually made by very slowly burning wood, lots 

of wood.  

Copper and then bronze were first discovered and could be melted and formed at a lower 

temperature than iron.  Those metals can be cold-worked, or melted in simple pottery kilns and 

cast in molds; but smelted iron requires hot-working and can be melted only in specially 

designed furnaces.  

The production of iron had such profound impact on human life that the time following its 

discovery is known as the Iron Age.   The years included in the Iron Age time period vary with 

the location of its discovery.  For example, by 1000 BC, iron was becoming common around the 

Mediterranean.  When the European explorers reached the New World in the 1500s AD, that’s 

2500 years later, they were met by peoples like Aztecs and Mayans who had not yet entered the 

Bronze Age let alone the Iron Age.  

The demand for iron “fueled” a demand for charcoal which caused consumption of the 

Mediterranean and European forests.  The Romans managed some forests for production of 

charcoal and located iron blast furnaces nearby.  

So, the vegetation we see today in the Holy Land, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Spain and really all 

European, African and Asian countries is much different today in great part due to a metal.  

A news article in today’s paper brought this to my mind.  It reported that the remaining forests in 

Greece are disappearing because people who cannot afford modern fuels are turning to wood.   
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Was King David’s Tomb Found? 
 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


I think evidence supports the discovery of the burial place of the kings of unified Israel and Judah from 
David through Ahaz in the City of David on Mt. Moriah south of the Temple Mount.  This is as described in 
Biblical Archaeology Review, November/December 2012 and other sources. 

1. King David, Solomon and the first kings of Judah were buried in the City of David (1Kings 2:10).  
Kings from Manasseh onward were buried outside the City of David, in the “Garden of Uzza” (cf. 
2 Kings 21:18)  

2. Judah’s King Hezekiah had a tunnel dug beneath the City of David from the Gihon Spring to the 
Siloam Pool.  All three have been discovered and water still flows form the spring through the 
tunnel to the pool. 

3. People have wondered by the tunnel’s path included a wide bend (#6 on the map below).  It 
would have been much easier to chisel one’s way more directly. 

 

 
 

4. Archeology work in the “bend” of Hezekiah’s Tunnel revealed nine man-made caves as in the 
accompanying photo.  Unfortunately, the area had been used as a quarry with the front of the 
caves carved away.  One must imagine what the tunnels would look like with rock replaced 
toward the photographer. 

 



 
 

5. The largest cave was divided into two levels, with the upper including a 6-foot-long rectangular 
depression at its far end that could have held the body or sarcophagus of the deceased. 

6. It makes sense for Hezekiah’s engineers to steer around the final resting places of such important 
people as the previous kings. 

7. Critics point out evidence that during the Second Temple (Herod) times (much later than these 
kings buried during the First Temple times) the tunnels were used for storage and as cisterns.  
Such use is likely.  During their conquests of the Holy Land, one can expect the Egyptians or 
Babylonians raided and emptied the tombs of their enemy’s monarchs.  Rather than let these 
perfectly good tunnels go to waste, people later living in the city above would certainly make use 
of them for storage and for gathering precious water.   

8. Unlike Hezekiah’s Tunnel which included a nicely carved plaque identifying it as such (how often 
does THAT happen in archaeology?!) which now on display in Turkey, these tombs include no 
outright evidence that they were the final resting places of Israel’s and Judah’s kings such as 
David. 

 
For me, the evidence is sufficient to located David’s Tomb beneath the City of David just as described in 
Holy Scripture and more specifically in the bend of Hezekiah’s Tunnel. 
 
(If you visit Jerusalem, there’s no need to visit the “traditional” site of the David’s Tomb.  Its location does 
not agree with Scripture since the site isn’t even in the City of David but is on the other side of the 
Tyropoeon Valley on what today is called Mt. Zion.  The building housing that site does look impressive.) 
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This edition is not about archeology but is a bit of history.  It came to mind while preparing the 
presentation “A Tour of Herod’s Temple” for a Bible class at Christ’s Greenfield Lutheran Church in 
Gilbert, Arizona.  I am hoping it interests you too. 
Paul 
 
The Jewish revolt against Rome that included destruction of Jerusalem and Herod’s Temple in 70AD (an 
Qumran, Masada and so much more) had lasting effects: 

 The annual half shekel tax the Jews had paid at their Temple now was to be paid to Rome – to 
fund the repair and operation of the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus (also known as Temple of 
Jupiter Optimus Maximus) with literal meaning "Temple of Jupiter Best and Greatest on the 
Capitoline" and the most important temple in Rome!   This Fiscus Judaicus (Latin for “Jewish 



Tax”) was charged of Jews across the Empire including, it is thought, Jewish Christians and even 
gentile Christians.   At first the Romans did not distinguish between Judaism and Christianity.   If 
that’s correct then a gentile who became Christian did so knowing that a higher tax rate 
accompanied conversion! 

 So many Jews were sold into slavery (typical Roman punishment for rebellion) that the cost of 
slaves was depressed for several years throughout the empire.  General Titus returned to Rome 
with 20,000 Jewish men for work on the projects listed below and others.  Often they were literally 
worked to death since their market value was less than some animals.   

 The Coliseum was built with war booty from Judea including the temple treasury and gold and 
jewels pried off the destroyed Temple.  Fires melted the gold that adorned the Temple, so Roman 
General Titus had his soldiers recover it by prying up the paving stones in the Temple courts. 

 Two magnificent triumphal arches in Rome were funded from the war booty.  One, the Arch of 
Titus (the general who defeated the Jews and later followed his father Vespasian as Emperor) 
still stands today.  It features the “triumph” granted Titus which included loot from the Temple like 
the gold Menorah and Table of Shew Bread of the Holy Place and other precious items.  The Ark 
of the Covenant was not featured in the parade because the Romans found the Holy of Holies 
empty.  The Ark had been “lost” hundreds of years earlier.  Still today, the Talmud forbids Jews 
from walking under this arch.  Here is the section of the Arch of Titus depicting the display of 
Jewish spoils of war. 

 
 The Jews were not allowed to rebuild their Temple and the mount remains empty of a Jewish 

place of worship to this day.  The Pharisees developed worship in local synagogues patterned 
after worship in the Temple. People today will refer to worship at a synagogue as “going to 
temple”.  The Sadducees, who placed their hopes and dreams on the Temple, faded from history. 

 The center of Jewish learning shifted from Jerusalem, which was no more, to Babylon located 
about 50 miles south of modern Baghdad, Iraq where many Jews continued to live following the 
return of some to Jerusalem from “Babylonian Captivity”.   

Persecuting Jews and Christians, Biblical Archaeology Review, November/December 2012 and other 
sources. 
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Here’s something by Dr. Paul Maier (his presentations and books inspired this “Archaeology & the 

Bible” email series): http://tinyurl.com/resurrectionexplained 

Dr. Maier explains the illogical explanations of the empty tomb and shares evidence for the one 

logical view:  the tomb was and is empty because Jesus Christ rose from the dead! 

http://tinyurl.com/resurrectionexplained


While one may believe the resurrection by faith, one must be ready to give testimony to others who 

do not share that faith.  It is often best to learn their views and approach the question with answers 

that meet their needs but without sacrificing the truth of Scripture or the way of salvation, by faith. 

God bless your study of God’s Word and your celebration of Jesus’ resurrection (and your 

resurrection to come). 

Paul 

- To add an e-mail address to this list, click “reply” and type the address with something like 
“please add to the e-mail list…” 

- Corrections are welcomed by replying to this e-mail address.  

- Previous issues are archived at www.ntbc.wordpress.com.  
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What follows is based on an article at the Associates for Biblical Research, www.biblearchaeology.org 
 
The Nazareth Inscription is a powerful piece of non-biblical evidence that supports the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and counters the claims of those who claim that the resurrection was created years 
after Jesus’ crucifixion.   
 
Some background from Luke 23 

 Jesus’ tomb was typical of those provided for wealthy people.  (This is in keeping with a 
phrophecy of Isaiah.)  Its entrance was made secure by a large stone.  These stones rolled down 
a short ramp making them very, very difficult to open since rolling the stone back up the ramp 
was required.   

 The chief priests and the Pharisees received permission from Pilate to make the tomb as secure 
as they knew how, so they put a seal on the stone and posted a guard. 

 An angel appeared, rolled back the stone and sat on it.   

 The guards were so afraid that they shook and became like lead men.   

 Some of the guards reported to the chief priests what had happened. 

 The chief priests and elders bribed the soldiers to say that Jesus’ disciples came during the night 
and stole his body while the guards were sleeping.  They also promised to speak on the guards’ 
behalf if Pilate heard their story. “And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to 
this very day.”  Matthew 28:15. 

 Not included in Scripture is that Pilate made regular reports to Rome and the death sentence 
given to a supposed Jewish king would have at least been mentioned.  Could he have included 
the “fact” that this man’s strange disciples then stole the body as testified by the guards and the 
Jewish leaders? 

 
Jump ahead to 1930 when M. Franz Cumont translated a Roman engraving.  Today this Greek inscription 
on a marble tablet measuring approximately 24 inches by 15 inches. it is housed at the Bibliotheque 
Nationale (national library) in Paris.  Since its original publication, no scholar has published evidence to 
disprove its authenticity. 
 
The text records a decree by Emperor Claudius (AD 41-54), instituting the death penalty for robbing 
bodies from tombs, a very unusual act of theft and an unusual level of punishment for such an act.   
Here’s the translation from the Koine Greek text.  Note especially the underlined text. 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek


1. EDICT OF CAESAR 
2. It is my decision [concerning] graves and 
tombs--whoever has made 
3. them for the religious observances of parents, 
or children, or household 
4. members--that these remain undisturbed 
forever. But if anyone legally 
5. charges that another person has destroyed, 
or has in any manner extracted 
6. those who have been buried, or has moved 
with wicked intent those who 
7. have been buried to other places, committing 
a crime against them, or has 
8. moved sepulcher-sealing stones, against 
such a person, I order that a 
9. judicial tribunal be created, just as [is done] 
concerning the gods in 
10. human religious observances, even more so 
will it be obligatory to treat 
11. with honor those who have been entombed. 
You are absolutely not to 
12. allow anyone to move [those who have been 
entombed]. But if 
13. [someone does], I wish that [violator] to 
suffer capital punishment under 
14. the title of tomb-breaker. 

 
What makes this odd marker momentous is that it is 
from the time just following the death of Jesus Christ 
and was posted in His hometown of Nazareth!   
 
Coincidence? 

 The inscription was made just AFTER the death of Christ. 

 Was located in the hometown of Christ. 

 This inscription mentions the theft of a dead bodies which is the rumor spread about Jesus’ 
disciples by the Jewish leaders.  

 It mentions “sepulcher-sealing stones” which were only used in the Holy Land at about the time of 
Jesus death and such a stone was used to seal His tomb. 

 Nowhere else in the Roman Empire is such a stiff punishment decreed for stealing dead bodies 
except in the home town of Jesus just following his death and resurrection. 

 
This is too much evidence to accept as coincidence.   
 
Through the ages, Caesar confirms the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
Archaeology & the Bible #108 
 
Burial at the time of Christ 

Some insist that the books of the New Testament were written many years after the time of 

Christ.  If that were so, then it would be surprising to find that so many details about obscure 

customs at the time of Christ are found to be accurate to the finest detail.  Many of the burial 



practices of the time are unique to that time and a few years before and after.  Take the burial of 

our Lord as an example.  

The following pictures were taken of a recreated 1
st
 Century tomb at the Explorations in 

Antiquities Center near Atlanta, Georgia.  The museum is worthy of your time for a visit if you 

are in the Atlanta area.   

This example is of the tomb of a wealthy person.  Note the size and decoration.  Such tombs 

were often constructed for the use of family members for generations to come.   As described 

below, it is possible for many, many people to be entombed in a relatively small area.  Biblical 

references are found in Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23 and John 19. 

 

As described in Scripture, tombs were hewn from stone, often in a cliff whether natural or man-

made.  Tombs were secured by massive stones that were rolled before the entrance to prevent 

vandalism and desecration.  It took fewer people to roll a stone in place than to roll it out of the 

way.  The stone was situated on a ramp (like the stone above) so it could be rolled downward 



into place.  Rolling the stone upward to allow entrance was a very different matter.  The first 

visitors to Jesus tomb on Easter included a few women who could not have moved this secure 

door. 

 

Bodies were washed first with oil and then water (Mishnah), covered with spices, laid out and 

covered with cloth.  The words used for the covering shroud indicated wrapping and binding 

rather than just a covering or a cloak.  (Probably looked something like a mummy.)  Joseph of 

Arimathea and Nicodemus hurried to complete Jesus’ burial preparation before sundown, the 

start of the Sabbath.  They likely had little time for proper washing (hair was often trimmed as 

well) or proper use of spices.  “The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed 

Joseph and saw the tomb and how his (Jesus’) body was laid in it.  Then they went home and 

prepared spices and perfumes.”  (Luke 23:55ff)  On Easter morning the ladies were returning to 

the tomb to complete the work of Joseph and Nicodemus. 



 

As was the custom in our country when people live near the family cemetery plot, people 

gathered at tombs to remember the dearly departed.  The wealthy often included facilities for 

those occasions.   

 

After the corpse decomposed, the bones were placed in stone boxes like the one found below.  

The boxes, called ossuaries, were stored in the tombs.  Did you notice them in the second and 

third photo above?  The empty shelf was ready for the next family member to pass away.    



 
Since it was new, there were no bodies or ossuaries of bones in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb used 

for Jesus. 

 

Could people of another time and of different customs have so accurately described these 

practices and more?  Or, were Scriptures written by people who were there, like John, or who 

talked directly with people who were there, like Luke.  The evidence points to the latter. 
 
 
Archaeology & the Bible #109 
 
Where was Jesus executed and buried? 
Those familiar with Scripture, at least the sections dealing with Good Friday and Easter morning, can 
answer the question.  Jesus was executed on Golgotha and buried in a rock tomb nearby (Matthew 27 & 
28, Mark 15 & 16, Luke 23 & 24, John 19 & 20).  Golgotha was outside but near Jerusalem.  Nearby (“At 
the place where Jesus was crucified…” according to John, an eyewitness) was a garden containing a 
new tomb cut out of rock.  Jesus’ body was placed there.   
 
Today, two sites are identified as the execution and burial site.  Both sites include cave tombs secured 
with large stones and a place for the crucifixion.  One is outside the walls of Jerusalem, provides a 
beautiful burial site and a rock outcropping that looks something like a skull (Golgotha means “place of 
the skull”).  Called “the Garden Tomb” it is the tourist’s aesthetic favorite but has no historical or 
archaeological support.  The other site is inside the walls of Jerusalem, includes no garden plants, and 
the rock of Golgatha is barely noticeable.  Each year it is visited by thousands and thousands of Christian 
pilgrims and has much biblical, historical and archaeological support.  It is enclosed by the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher.  (A sepulcher is “A small room or monument, cut in rock or built of stone, in which a dead 
person is laid or buried.”) 
 
One can quickly dispatch the Garden Tomb since it has no historical support. 
 
What about the Church of Holy Sepulchre?  Could it actually house both Golgotha and Jesus’ tomb?  
Surprisingly, the answer is “Probably yes.”  Patiently follow this line of reasoning… 
 
(OK, I got carried away.  Here’s a summary of the reasoning. If you like detail then skip to the “Detail” 
below.  You won’t miss anything in the summary.) 
 
Summary 

 The site of Jesus’ death was in an abandoned quarry turned into a garden. 

 Golgotha and the tomb were very close, “At the same place” according to John. 

 After Jesus’ death, it is likely that people honored the place where the Savior was executed, was 
buried and resurrected.   

http://paulkitchen.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/ossuary_500.jpg


 After the first revolt of the Jews, General Titus destroyed the city and Temple. 

 Later, emperor Hadrian (117-138 AD),rebuilt Jerusalem on its ruins but as a Roman city named 
Aelia Capitolina.  

 Among Hadrian’s aims was to obliterate all sacred sites to hinder another rising of the Jews.  A 
temple to Jupiter was built on the Jewish Temple Mount.  Hadrian selected a rather strange site 
for a temple to Venus (aka the Greek goddess Aphrodite):  outside the former city’s footprint but 
very close to the rubble of the original city.  Hadrian filled in the old quarry turned garden with 
rubble from once beautiful Jerusalem.  It is believed this temple covered the Christian “sect’s” 
holy site of both the death and resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.  Golgotha was 
now buried. 

 Ironically, Hadrian’s construction preserved the site of Jesus’ death and burial. 

 Aelia Capitolina was a rather insignificant pagan Roman city for the next 150 years without 
Jewish or Christian holy sites.  But Christians lived there and remembered the location of their 
Savior’s death and resurrection – beneath that pagan temple to the goddess of love. 

 In 325 AD, emperor Constantine the Great, a Christian, funded construction of structures on sites 
associated with Jesus including one over Golgotha and one over the tomb, the same site as 
Hadrian’s temple to Venus and the site of today’s Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  Constantine’s 
workers did something we probably would not.  Instead of leaving the tomb in its natural state, 
they chiseled away the hill into which the tomb had been carved, leaving a rounded mound of 
rock encasing the tomb.   

 In 614 AD the church was severely damaged by fire by the invading Persians but was soon 
reconstructed by the Byzantines.   

 In 638, the Christians were forced to surrender Jerusalem to Muslim control under caliph Omar.  
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher continued to function as a Christian church under the 
protection of Omar and the early Muslim rulers. 

 In 1010 AD the church was ordered destroyed by the Muslim Caliph Hakim of Egypt and rebuilt in 
1048 by the Byzantines.   

 For close to forty years, Christians were forbidden to visit the site until a treaty between 
Byzantium and the Muslims allowed Christians to rebuild the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.   

 In 1144, when the Christian Crusaders reclaimed Jerusalem from the Muslims and did a major 
overhaul, enclosing Golgotha on one end and the tomb on the other end, just 50 yards away.  
This is the church we visit today.   

 Over the following centuries the church fell into disrepair and misrepair that often did more 
damage than good. In recent times, a fire (1808) and an earthquake (1927) did extensive 
damage. 

 A significant renovation was conducted by the Franciscans in 1555. 

 In the 1960s, as part of the proposed restoration of the church, a comprehensive survey was 
undertake including excavations beneath the foundations which shows that the current church 
follows the plan of the Crusader church.  This restoration is still in progress.   

 
So, the archaeological and historical trail seems to run from a quarry turned garden to today’s Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre as the true location of our Savior’s death and resurrection.  We don’t know for certain 
but the evidence is good. 

 
Detail 
 

 Archaeology shows that the site of Jesus’ death was in an abandoned quarry turned into a 
garden. 

 According to Scripture, Golgotha and the tomb were very close, “At the same place” according to 
John. 

 After Jesus’ death, it is likely that people honored the place where the Savior was executed, was 
buried and resurrected.  The early Christian community of Jerusalem appears to have held 
liturgical celebrations at Christ's tomb from the time of the resurrection until the city was taken by 



the Romans in 66 AD during the first Jewish Revolt that led to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
Herod’s Temple. 

 After the first revolt of the Jews, the Romans had had it with Jerusalem.  General Titus destroyed 
the city and Temple in 70 AD and the Jews were not allowed to rebuild.  Josephus describes it as 
“…nothing was left that could ever persuade visitors that it had once been a place of habitation.” 

 Later, emperor Hadrian (117-138 AD), after visiting the still devastated Jerusalem in 130 AD, 
rebuilt Jerusalem on its ruins but as a Roman city named Aelia Capitolina.  “Aelia” identifies 
Hadrian’s family and “Capitolina” names it for Jupiter Capitolinus (the most important temple on 
Capitoline Hill in the city of Rome).  He saw the new city as a gift for the Jewish people.  They 
saw it otherwise. 

 Among Hadrian’s aims was to obliterate all sacred sites to hinder another rising of the Jews.  
Converting the temple of another god to your god (as did the Muslims did to Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople, now Istanbul) or building a temple to your god over that of a conquered people 
was a dominant nation’s declaration, “We are better than you and our gods are better than your 
gods.”  A temple to Jupiter was built on the Jewish Temple Mount.  Romans saw Christianity as 
another Jewish sect.   Saducees, Pharisees…Christians, what’s the difference to a Roman?  
Hadrian selected a rather strange site for a temple to Venus (aka the Greek goddess Aphrodite):  
outside the former city’s footprint but very close to the rubble of the original city.  Hadrian filled in 
the old quarry turned garden with rubble from once beautiful Jerusalem.  It is believed this temple 
covered the Christian “sect’s” holy site of both the death and resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus 
of Nazareth.  Golgotha was now buried. 

 Ironically, Hadrian’s construction preserved the site of Jesus’ death and burial. 

 The reconstruction and renaming of Jerusalem and construction of pagan temples on holy sites 
was among the factors leading to the Bar Kokhba revolt of 132-136 AD, the second and final 
Jewish revolt.  The Jews were defeated, circumcision forbidden, the Iudaea province renamed 
Syria Palaestina and all Jews were banned from entering the city except one day a year to 
celebrate Tisha B'Av, (the Ninth of Av), the fast day on which Jews mourn the destruction of both 
Temples.  Before the Bar Kokhba revolt, Christian bishops of Jerusalem had Jewish names, after 
the revolt, with Jews banned from the city, bishops had gentile names since gentile Christians 
were allowed to live there. 

 Aelia Capitolina was a rather insignificant pagan Roman city for the next 150 years without 
Jewish or Christian holy sites.  But Christians lived there and remembered the location of their 
Savior’s death and resurrection – beneath that pagan temple to the goddess of love. 

 In 325 AD, emperor Constantine the Great, a Christian, funded construction of structures on sites 
associated with Jesus including one over Golgotha and one over the tomb, the same site as 
Hadrian’s temple to Venus and the site of today’s Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  Early Christian 
historian Eusebius accompanied Constantine’s mother Empress Helena to Jerusalem where she 
had the Temple to Venus destroyed.  Beneath were found several ancient tombs and the rocky 
outcrop of Golgotha.  (It was later claimed she found not only Jesus’ cross but that of each of the 
criminals executed with him.)  One of the tombs was of the style of the rich and so was identified 
as that of Jesus.  Constantine’s workers did something we probably would not.  Instead of leaving 
the tomb in its natural state, they chiseled away the hill into which the tomb had been carved, 
leaving a rounded mound of rock encasing the tomb.  Visitors (myself included) are disappointed 
to enter a large church and then to find within a mound of rock.  Just doesn’t feel right.  But it is. 

 In 614 AD the church was severely damaged by fire by the invading Persians but was soon 
reconstructed by the Byzantines.   

 In 638, the Christians were forced to surrender Jerusalem to Muslim control under caliph Omar.  
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher continued to function as a Christian church under the 
protection of Omar and the early Muslim rulers. 

 In 1010 AD the church was ordered destroyed by the Muslim Caliph Hakim of Egypt and rebuilt in 
1048 by the Byzantines.  Demolition under Hakim began with the empty tomb and continued with 
the dome. Destruction was not total, however, because as the high parts fell, rubble blocked the 
workmen from getting at lower parts.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tisha_B%27Av


 For close to forty years, Christians were forbidden to visit the site until a treaty between 
Byzantium and the Muslims allowed Christians to rebuild the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  The 
new structure was much more modest than the original. 

 In 1144, when the Christian Crusaders reclaimed Jerusalem from the Muslims and did a major 
overhaul, enclosing Golgotha on one end and the tomb on the other end, just 50 yards away.  
This is the church we visit today.  The Crusader chief Godfrey of Bouillon, the first king of 
Jerusalem, declared himself Advocatus Sancti Sepulchri, "Defender of the Holy Sepulchre”.   

 The three primary custodians of the church, appointed by the Crusaders, are the Greek Orthodox, 
the Armenian Apostolic and Roman Catholic churches. In the 1800s, the Coptic Orthodox, the 
Ethiopian Orthodox and the Syrian Orthodox acquired lesser responsibilities, which include 
shrines and other structures within and around the building. The Ethiopian monastery is on the 
roof!  An agreement regulates times and places of worship for each Church. 

 Over the following centuries the church fell into disrepair and mis-repair that often did more 
damage than good. In recent times, a fire (1808) and an earthquake (1927) did extensive 
damage. 

 A significant renovation was conducted by the Franciscans in 1555. 

 In the 1960s, as part of the proposed restoration of the church, a comprehensive survey was 
undertake including excavations beneath the foundations which shows that the current church 
follows the plan of the Crusader church.  This restoration is still in progress.  Note the scaffolding 
in the photo above. 
 

So, the archaeological and historical trail seems to run from a quarry turned garden to today’s Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre as the true location of our Savior’s death and resurrection.  We don’t know for certain 
but the evidence is good. 
 

 
Sadly, the sux custodians of the church are often at odds.  Notice the ladder placed below the central window about the entrance 
into the church.  Some call it the Immovable Ladder.  It was first mentioned way back in 1757 and has remained at the same 
location since.  It has been only a few times (once overnight it somehow moved to another window) but returned to this position.  
There are several understandings for its immovabilty.  For example, since the church is cared for by six Christian denominations, 
they must agree when their section is to be affected.  The first floor on which the ladder rests is cared for by one group while the 
second floor on which the ladder leans is cared for by another group.  They have not agreed to move it so there it sits.  Of course 
the meaning has changed over so many years.  Today it is understood that all six groups must agree to move the ladder.  On top of 



that, Pope Paul VI in 1964 ordered that the ladder is to remain in place until the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox Catholic 
churches reach a state of ecumenism! 
 

 
The church would have been outside the walls at the time of Christ but is today inside the walls later constructed by the Turks 
(Muslims). 

 

 
This cut-away gives a nice perspective on how the tomb is on one end fo the church and covered with a dome with Golgotha on the 
other end.  The brown sections striped with yellow and orange were removed under Constantine’s order.   

 



 
Note the large dome on the left which covers the sepulchre.  The church is literally surrounded by other buildings.  The photo is 
roughly aligned with the floor plan below. 

 

 

 
 

 



 
Entrance to the structure housing the remaining rock into which Joseph of Arimathea had his burial vault carved into which Jesus’ 
body was laid and from which He rose on Easter.  Photo taken during our trip to the Holy Land in 2000. 

 

Interesting view…360 degree view of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher from behind the tomb.  

http://www.3disrael.com/jerusalem/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulcher.cfm 

 

Among the references: 
Much help from Dr. Paul Maier, In the Fullness of Time – A Historian Looks at Christmas, Easter and the 
Early Church.   

http://www.netplaces.com/bible-history/archaeology-and-the-crucifixion/golgotha-and-the-tomb-

of-jesus.htm 

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-church-of-holy-sepulchre 

http://judaism.about.com/ 
 
 
 
Archaeology & the Bible #110 
Josephus 
  
Susan and I just got back from visits to ancient Rome, Pompeii, Athens, Corinth and Ephesus.  Wow!  I 
hope to touch on each of them in coming issues.  
  
Something is learned from each view heard, read or seen.  The First Century AD historian Josephus is 
often referenced here.  The description that follows is from National Jewish Outreach 
Program, www.njop.org.  They provide an interesting e-newsletter on all things Jewish including what 
follows.  
  
Some historians are scholars, others are propagandists, and still others live the history that they 
go on to record. Yosef ben Matityahu, better known as Flavius Josephus (or just Josephus), was 
all three. 
 
Born around 37 CE (that’s AD to us), Josephus was the second son of a wealthy priestly family of 

http://www.3disrael.com/jerusalem/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulcher.cfm
http://www.netplaces.com/bible-history/archaeology-and-the-crucifixion/golgotha-and-the-tomb-of-jesus.htm
http://www.netplaces.com/bible-history/archaeology-and-the-crucifixion/golgotha-and-the-tomb-of-jesus.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-church-of-holy-sepulchre
http://judaism.about.com/
http://www.njop.org/


Jerusalem. His first journey to Rome occurred in 63 CE, when he was sent to secure the release of 
some Jewish priests imprisoned in Rome. When he returned from his mission, the Jewish people 
were on the brink of revolt. Although Josephus later asserted that he was a moderate (inferring 
that he did not advocate revolt), he was appointed the commander of the Galilee. The Galileans, 
however, already had a local leader, and many attribute the defeat that followed to the two men's 
inability to work together. 
 
The great turning point in Josephus' life took place at Yodfata. Facing defeat, Josephus ordered 
his troops to flee. The men made a suicide pact (a common act at the time as capture by Rome 
often meant Crucifixion or enslavement), but Josephus deviously positioned himself to be one of 
the last to die. Instead, he himself surrendered to the Roman general, Vespasian. He then told 
Vespasian that the general was ordained by prophecy to become the Roman emperor. This saved 
Josephus from crucifixion, but he remained a prisoner until Vespasian did, in fact, become 
emperor (c. 69 CE). 
 
Josephus then joined Vespasian's son, Titus, on his campaign against Jerusalem (serving as a 
translator). After the fall of Jerusalem, Josephus settled in Rome. Over the course of the next 30 
years, Josephus wrote his famous histories. His works have shed significant light on life at the 
end of the Temple era.  
 
Although Josephus is villainized for joining the Romans, it is believed by many scholars that he 
continued to live a Jewish life. 
  
When in Rome, among the “must sees” for me was the Arch of Titus constructed in celebration for his 
victory over the Jews.  His father, Vespasian, mentioned in the article above, left Israel before the revolt 
was quashed to become emperor.  Titus took his place as general and finished the deed.  Engraved on 
his arch is a portion of his triumph through Rome with Romans carrying loot from Herod’s Temple 
including the gold menorah.  Quite a sight. 

 

Archaeology & the Bible #111 – 3000 year old Hebrew! 

I won’t go into all the detail about the Ophel Inscription here because it is available at 
http://www.foxnews.com/science/2013/07/31/3000-year-old-inscription-translated-biblical-history/ and 
elsewhere on the Internet.  

You may recall Dr. Paul Maier’s saying/writing “Archeology is our friend.”  I remind myself to be patient.  
When discoveries are properly understood they end up supporting Scripture.  Many prominent 
archaeologists assume Scripture is incorrect.  That choice, in my experience, runs counter to fact.  The 
problem with the choice is that some go beyond assuming that Scripture is incorrect to assuming that it 
MUST be incorrect because it is the Bible.  If a find supports Scripture, then their line of thinking is that 
the find cannot be correct. 

Such is the case with the Ophel Inscription described in the link above.  Description: The Ophel 
Inscription 2 

Here’s the anti-Scripture (often labeled “Biblical Minimalism” Get it?  Minimize the Bible.) view:  since the 
Bible is wrong, then the Israelites did not immigrate into the Holy Land in the days of Moses and Joshua 
so findings in the Holy Land at that time and after cannot be attributed to the Israelites.  One prominent 
archaeologist has said “romantic notions of the Bible shouldn't cloud scientific methods.” and warned 
against the “revival in the belief that what's written in the Bible is accurate like a newspaper.” 



 

So, when a piece of pottery is found engraved with ancient writing dated to about 3000 years ago, the 
letters must be something other than Hebrew because the Israelites weren’t in the Holy Land at that time 
because Scripture is not reliable.  Even if Israelites were the, the thinking goes, they were an ignorant lot 
hiding in the highlands in fear.  The writing must be from Canaanites who archaeologists agree lived in 
that area (although their existence too is reported in Scripture). 

It is agreed that, whatever the language, the writing on the Ophel Inscription is a form of short-hand to 
identify the owner and contents of a large ceramic jug. 

Now, Douglas Petrovich has analyzed the inscription and found it to be ancient Hebrew.  (All writing 
changes over time.  Compare handwriting in colonial times to that of today:  
www.onhgs.org/colonialscript.htm.  That is if you can find any modern handwriting.) 

What’s the big deal?  Well, since it is assumed that the Israelites were not in the Holy Land around 1000 
BC and Hebrew did not yet exist, then anything that happened before say the Babylonia Captivity was 
written later based only on word-of-mouth or, as some believe, simply made up like Aesop’s Fables.  But, 
if Petrovich is correct, then Hebrew existed much earlier, at least as early as David and probably earlier.  
That means the stories we read in Scripture could have been written first-hand.  It also supports Scripture 
by proving that Israelites lived in Jerusalem at the time of David.  

So it seems that we have another find that, when properly understood, end up supporting Scripture as an 
accurate description of the lives and times of the ancients. 

This is written knowing that the Christian faith is a gift of God and not the result of writing on ancient 
pottery. 

Sources:  Fox News, dailymail.co.uk and a variety of other websites. 


