
Archaeology & the Bible #84 

During the reign of Solomon, revolutionary Jeroboam fled to the court of Shishak in Egypt.  After 
Solomon’s death Jeroboam returned and led the northern 10 tribes of Israel in revolt.  (1 Kings 
11:40)  Solomon’s son Rehoboam succeeded Solomon but only retained the southern 2 tribes 
commonly called Judah. 

Shishak was the first king of Egypt mentioned by name in the Bible. Egypt knew him as Pharaoh 
Shoshenq, founder of the 22nd Dynasty of Egypt and he reigned from 944-924 B.C.  

After Solomon died the Kingdom of Israel divided in half (Jeroboam king of the north and 
Rehoboam king of the south) and 5 years later, Pharaoh Shishak invaded Jerusalem in support of 
Rehoboam and the northern 10 Tribes. Shishak did not utterly destroy Jerusalem because he 
was paid an enormous ransom. 

The Bible mentions that Shishak marched his troops into the land of Judah and plundered a host 
of cities including Jerusalem.  This has been confirmed by archaeologists.   

"In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, King Shishak of Egypt marched against Jerusalem–for they 
had trespassed against the Lord–with 1,200 chariots, 60,000 horsemen and innumerable troops 
who came with him from Egypt: Lybians, Sukkites, and Kushites. He took the fortified towns of 
Judah and advanced on Jerusalem."  - 2 Chronicles 12:2-4 

"Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of the house of 
the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house; he took all: he carried away also the shields of 
gold which Solomon had made." 2 Chronicles 12:9  

Shishak's own record of his campaign is inscribed on the south wall of the Great Temple of Amon 
at Karnak in Egypt. In his campaign he presents 156 cities of Judea to his god Amon.   

Karnak today: 



 

The south wall of the Great Temple of Amon at Karnak: 

 

Not only is the expedition recorded, but there is a list of districts and towns of Israel granted to his 
victories by Amon-Ra and the goddess of Thebes engraved there. The Bible records the attack 
from Judah's perspective but Shishak's list gives much greater detail including the names of 150 
cities, most of which cannot be located today. Scholars debate how to read this inscription, but 



most agree that the following cities are mentioned: Taanach, Beth-Shean, Rehob, Mahanaim, 
Gibeon, Beth-Horon, Megiddo, and Arad both of Israel and Judah.   

That names of places in the Northern Kingdom are mentioned in the list does not imply that 
Shishak had directed his armies against his ally Jeroboam and plundered his territories. It was 
the custom in antiquity for a victorious monarch to include among conquered cities any place that 
paid tribute or was under subjection, whether captured in war or not; and it was sufficient reason 
for Shishak to include these Israelite places that Jeroboam, as seems probable, had invited him 
to come to his aid against Judah. 

The movie Raiders of the Lost Ark created the fictional idea that Shishak had stolen the Ark of the 
Covenant when he conquered Jerusalem and brought it back to Tanis, Egypt in 980 B.C. 

1 Kings 11:40 - Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and fled into 
Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.  
 
2 Chronicles 12:9 - So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the 
treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house; he took all: he carried 
away also the shields of gold which Solomon had made.  
 
2 Chronicles 12:7 - And when the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the 
LORD came to Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled themselves; [therefore] I will not destroy 
them, but I will grant them some deliverance; and my wrath shall not be poured out upon 
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.  
 
2 Chronicles 12:2 - And it came to pass, [that] in the fifth year of king Rehoboam Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed against the LORD,  
 
1 Kings 14:25 - And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, [that] Shishak king of 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem:  
 
2 Chronicles 12:5 - Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and [to] the princes of 
Judah, that were gathered together to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said unto them, Thus 
saith the LORD, Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also left you in the hand of Shishak.  
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Archaeology & the Bible #85 

Erastus Inscription 

In his letter to the Romans, most likely written from Corinth, Paul passed on 
messages from his companions to the Christians in Rome. Among those sending 
messages was one "Erastus, who is the city's director of public works...send(s 
his) greetings." (Romans 16:23) In 1929 archaeologists excavating in Corinth in a 
paved square just east of the city's theater discovered a broken inscription dating 
to the second half of the 1st century AD, reading: "ERASTVS PRO AEDILIT[AT]E 
S P STRAVIT" ("Erastus, in return for his aedileship, laid [this pavement] at his 
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own expense"). An "aedile" is either a city engineer or chief of public works, and 
there is every reason to believe that the Erastus in this inscription is the same 
person Paul referred to in his letter to the Romans.  
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Archaeology & the Bible #86 

Tribunal or Bema or Judgment-seat 

The tribunal was an elevated platform at the center of the line of shops dividing the agora in 
Corinth.  It served as a public speaker's platform and a judgment seat for magistrates.  

This is where Paul was brought before Gallio, the proconsul of the Roman province of Achaia.   

Acts 18:12-17  But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul 
and brought him before the tribunal, saying, "This man is persuading people to worship God 
contrary to the law." But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, "If it 
were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your 
complaint. But since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to 
it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things." And he drove them from the tribunal. And 
they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But 
Gallio paid no attention to any of this. 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


Again, Scripture is accurate down to the details like who was proconsul in Achaia at the time of 
Paul and that a tribunal existed in Corinth.   
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Archaeology & the Bible #87 

Acts 18:12-17 identifies someone by the name Gallio as proconsul of Achaia, a province of Rome 
that covered southern Greece and included Athens, Corinth and Delphi.  At Dephi an inscription 
was discovered that announced Gallio’s appointment as proconsul by Emperor Caludius.  The 
inscription is often referred to as the Gallio Inscription or the Delphi Inscription and is dated to 
52AD.  The inscription confirms that Gallio ruled the area for Emperor Claudius and that Gallio’s 
title was proconsul.  The dating of the inscription also dates the events of Acts 18 and so provides 
the most accurately known date in the life of St. Paul. 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


 

Gallio was born in what today is Spain to Seneca the Elder and was brother to Seneca the 
Younger.  Gallio’s name was Lucius Annaeus Novatus until his adoption by Lucius Junius Gallio.  
In Roman society it was not unusual for a less distinguished family to seek an accomplished 
family to adopt one or more of their children.  A man of standing but without a male heir would 
commonly adopt a boy with promising abilities even though the boy’s parents were living.  There 
were benefits to the birth family (improved status and expected future care by their adopted child 
who would receive a superior education and the opportunities that came with privilege) and to the 
adoptive family (an heir with outstanding ability to carry on the family name and business).  It is 
interesting that Seneca the Younger is better known today because he became tutor of Nero and 
exerted positive influence on the young emperor.  Sadly that influence faded as Nero matured.   
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Archaeology & the Bible #88 

Ancient Seal Found in Jerusalem Linked to Ritual 

Published December 25, 2011  

www.foxnews.com/world/2011/12/25/ancient-seal-found-in-jerusalem-linked-to-ritual/ 

JERUSALEM –  A rare clay 
seal found under 
Jerusalem's Old City 
appears to be linked to 
religious rituals practiced at 
the Jewish Temple 2,000 
years ago, Israeli 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


archaeologists said Sunday. 

The coin-sized seal found near the Jewish holy site at the Western Wall bears two Aramaic words 
meaning "pure for God." 

Archaeologist Ronny Reich of Haifa University said it dates from between the 1st century B.C. to 
70 A.D. -- the year Roman forces put down a Jewish revolt and destroyed the second of the two 
biblical temples in Jerusalem. 

The find marks the first discovery of a written seal from that period of Jerusalem's history, and 
appeared to be a unique physical artifact from ritual practice in the Temple, said Reich, co-
director of the excavation. 

Very few artifacts linked to the Temples have been discovered so far. The site of the Temple itself 
-- the enclosure known to Jews as the Temple Mount and to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary -- 
remains off-limits to archaeologists because of its religious and political sensitivity. 

Archaeologists say the seal was likely used by Temple officials approving an object for ritual use -
- oil, perhaps, or an animal intended for sacrifice. Materials used by Temple priests had to meet 
stringent purity guidelines stipulated in detail in the Jewish legal text known as the Mishna, which 
also mention the use of seals as tokens by pilgrims. 

The find, Reich said, is "the first time an indication was brought by archaeology about activities in 
the Temple Mount -- the religious activities of buying and offering and giving to the Temple itself." 

The site where the seal was found is on the route of a main street that ran through ancient 
Jerusalem just outside the Temple compound. 

Aren Maeir of Bar-Ilan University, a biblical archaeologist not connected to the dig, said the seal 
was special because it "was found right next to the Temple and is similar to what we see 
described in the Mishna." 

"It's nice when we can connect an activity recorded in ancient sources with archaeological finds," 
he said. 

The seal was found in an excavation run by archaeologists from the government's Israel 
Antiquities Authority. The dig is under the auspices of a broader dig nearby known as the City of 
David, where archaeologists are investigating the oldest part of Jerusalem. 

The City of David dig, located inside the nearby Palestinian neighborhood of Silwan and funded 
by a Jewish group affiliated with the settlement movement, is the Holy Land's highest-profile and 
most politically controversial excavation 



 

Some definitions… 

Seal – Often pressed into wax to indicate authenticity or, in this use, to indicate official inspection.  
(I understand that worshippers at the time of Christ would pay for offerings at one “office” in the 
Temple, would be given something to indicate payment, and deliver that token of payment to 
another office where the offering would be given.  I wonder if this seal was one of those tokens of 
payment. 

Jerusalem Old City - 0.35 square mile area within the modern city of Jerusalem.  The area inside 
the walls (built in 1538 by the Muslim Ottoman Empire Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent) includes 
the city at the time of Jesus and  some additional area.  For example the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher which includes the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial is INSIDE the current walls 
although we know from Scripture that He was crucified outside the city wall as they were 
positioned at that time.   

Western Wall – The western wall of the Temple Mount.  The lower rows of huge stones were 
placed by Herod the Great.  Venerated as the sole remnant of the Holy Temple. It has become a 
place of pilgrimage for Jews, as it is the closest permitted accessible site to the holiest spot in 
Judaism, namely the Even ha-shetiya or Foundation Stone, which lies on the Temple Mount. 

Aramaic – The common language of the Jews for many years including at the time of Christ.  
Remained the dominant language until the area was conquered by the Muslims in the 600sAD. 

Mishna(h) – A book published in 220AD to preserve the oral traditions of the Jews.  Persecution 
of the Jews and the passage of time raised the possibility that the details of the oral traditions 
dating from Pharisaic times (536 B.C.E – 70 C.E) would be forgotten.  In Judaism, its importance 
is second only to the Tanakh (our Old Testament). 
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Archaeology & the Bible #89 

A Portion of the Gospel of Mark Found? (from http://global.christianpost.com) 

Dallas Theological Seminary professor Daniel B. Wallace has said that newly discovered 
fragments from the Gospel of Mark could be the oldest New Testament artifacts ever found and 
date from the first century A.D., or during the time of eyewitnesses of Jesus' resurrection.  

Wallace explained that the fragment was dated by one of the world's leading paleographers. The 
oldest manuscript that had Mark in it was Papyrus 45 (see more below), from the early third 
century (c. AD 200–250). This new fragment would predate P45 by 100 to 150 years, almost 
certainly placing it in the first century and making it the oldest of its kind, according to the 
professor. The other oldest known manuscript of the New Testament has been P52 (discovered 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


in 1934), a small fragment from John's Gospel, dated to the first half of the second century (c. AD 
100 to 150). 

Details of how, where and when this new fragment was discovered are not yet known – as the 
official report on the fragments comes out next year. 

The most remarkable aspect about this find, if it is indeed confirmed to be from the first century, is 
that it will be the first ever manuscript discovered dated within the lifetime of some of the 
eyewitnesses to Jesus' resurrection, according to Wallace.  "If authenticity and early date are 
confirmed, this fragment of the Gospel of Mark could be very significant and show how well 
preserved the text of the New Testament really is. We all await its publication," \ 

Photographs are not yet available. 

Response by Dr. Michael G. Davis at http://apologetica.us 

This would an incredible discovery if the original assessments are correct. However, The 

official report and research on the fragments does not come out until sometime next year. 

This indicates that the scholars are being very careful and thorough in their research and 

are currently unwilling to commit to early speculation or assumptions about the 

manuscript fragments.  

However, since the cat is out of the bag so to speak, they should be more forthcoming 

with some details about the MS fragments and the provenience of the discoveries. It 

would be nice to know at least what NT verses are covered by the fragments. 

The potential importance of this discovery cannot be over stated and yet since we really 

know next to nothing about the fragments except what professor Wallace has revealed 

then speculation should be withheld until the preliminary research is completed and 

available. However, we can say this, if Wallace’s contentions are correct than it will go a 

long way toward confirming a first century dating for the Gospel of Mark which most 

scholars have contended was the earliest of the gospels, written probably between 50-65 

AD (CE).    

Papyrus 45 or the P. Chester Beatty I is an early New Testament manuscript which is a part of 
the Chester Beatty Papyri. It was probably created around 250 in Egypt

. 
  It contains the texts of 

Matthew 20-21 and 25-26; Mark 4-9 and 11-12; Luke 6-7 and 9-14; John 4-5 and 10-11; and Acts 
4-17. The manuscript is currently housed at the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin, Ireland, except for 
one leaf containing Matt. 25:41-26:39 which is at the Österreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna. 



   

Shown above:  Earliest fragment of the Mark (part of chapter 7), dated to around AD 250. 

 

Shown above:  The front side of folios 13 and 14 of a Greek papyrus manuscript of the Gospel of 
Luke containing verses 11:50–12:12 and 13:6-24, 
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Archaeology & the Bible #90 

You may recall that several years ago an ancient stone ossuary was found engraved “James, son 
of Joseph, brother of Jesus” and dated to the time of Christ.   

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


An ossuary is a box that contains human bones.  In ancient times, people were buried in man-
made caves and left there until the flesh fell away.  The bones were collected and placed in an 
ossuary so the cave-mausoleum could be reused.  As foretold in the Old Testament, Jesus was 
placed in a new tomb.  Of course no ossuary was needed for Jesus’ bones since they are with 
Him in heaven! 

People associated with the “James Ossuary” were charged with forging the inscription.  Just this 
week, after a trial that lasted five years, all the accused were found innocent.  It would seem that 
this decision and the trial testimony will result in general acknowledgement (in archaeology, there 
is seldom universal agreement) that the ossuary really did belong to James, the son of Joseph 
and the brother of Jesus Christ! 

Go here http://subcreators.com/blog/2012/03/15/the-james-ossuary-forgery-trial-verdict-not-guilty/ 
for a nicely written explanation of the verdict. 

While there, see the left hand column for a nice article titled “A First-Century Manuscript of the 
Gospel of Mark?” the topic of the most recent edition of Archaeology & the Bible. 
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Archaeology & the Bible #91 
 
Jesus didn’t really rise from the dead? 
 
The attachment identifies the common explanations for Jesus’ resurrection (other than that He 
really did rise from the dead) and refutes each.   
 
Find your favorite alternative explanation for Easter and read with an open mind and open soul. 
 
Especially meaningful to me:  People willingly die for something they believe to be true.  We do 
not die for something we know to be a lie.  Some of the earliest Christians were martyred for their 
belief in a risen Savior.  We know this from non-Christian historians of the time and from 
Scripture.  If they made up the resurrection story, then they would not have endured persecution 
until death to support that lie. 
 
Conclusion:  the earliest Christians knew the truth that the Hebrew Messiah (in Greek the word is 
Christ) had come, died and rose again.  They were willing to die for the truth.   
 
Amen!  This is most certainly true! 
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Ancient Tax Receipt Found!  (Seriously) 
From:  Biblical Archaeology Review at http://tinyurl.com/templemountbullae 
 

 
Workers at the Temple Mount Sifting Project 

(http://templemount.wordpress.com/). 
discovered this small clay bulla, or seal 
impression, inscribed in paleo-Hebrew script. 
The two lines of text are reconstructed to 
read “[g]b’n/lmlk,” or “Gibeon, for the king.”  
 
A bulla is a clay seal impersonation.  In 
biblical Israel, papyrus was the main form of 
writing substance. Once an authorized deed 

was written, it would be rolled up, one end crinkled in one-third of the width and the contrary end 
likewise folded in. The document, now abridged by folding, was joined with a string and a lump of 
clay was impressed on the entwined string. Then the higher facade of the clay lump was 
impressed with the signet ring of the possessor of the document or its writer. These types of 
documents were placed in temple or palace records, with the unbroken seal guaranteeing the 
authenticity of the credentials. 
 
Gibeon was a city north of Jerusalem that has an interesting history found in Joshua 9 & 10. (Not 
the man Gideon.) 
 
Evidence points to this bulla and others as evidence for a system of ancient taxes used by 
Hezekiah’s son and successor, King Manasseh, in the seventh century B.C.  Under this system, 
“the urban administrative centers collected [ancient] taxes in kind [i.e., grain, oil, etc.] and then 
sent them on to the king in Jerusalem with the documentation attached and sealed by these 
bullae identifying where it had come from—in this case, Gibeon.”  
 
Assyrian records suggest that King Manasseh implemented heavy taxes on his people in order to 
pay tribute to King Esarhaddon and then King Ashurbanipal, Sennacherib’s successors in 
Assyria. These ancient taxes helped King Manasseh maintain relative peace in Judah during his 
55-year reign.  
 
While it is good to keep tax records and receipts for several years (details for the US at 

http://tinyurl.com/pay-to-caesar), there’s no need to keep them for 2600 years like Gibeon. 
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Archaeology & the Bible #93 

Excessive taxes split the Kingdom of Israel (1 Kings 12)   

Solomon’s son Rehoboam followed the counsel of his young advisors (show the people who is 
boss, make them serve you and increase the tax load) over that of the old advisors (serve the 
people, speak good words to them).  Excepting Judah and Benjamin, the country rebelled, 
making Jeroboam the first king of the Northern kingdom of Israel.  To keep his people from going 

http://templemount.wordpress.com/
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to Judah to offer sacrifices at the Temple in Jerusalem, Jeroboam had two “calves of gold” 
prepared which he placed in two new sanctuaries at Bethel and Dan.   

For the past four decades, archaeologists working at Tel Dan have uncovered many items from a 
temple.  It is interesting that among the thousands of animal bones excavated from the Dan 
temple area are bones in keeping with the sacrifices required in Leviticus.  That a greater 
proportion of right-sided meaty long bone fragments are found is consistent with the Biblical 
requirement that priests receive the right hind limb of the fellowship offerings (Exodus 29:27, 
Leviticus 7:32).  Also, an area used by priests included a much higher percentage of toe bones in 
keeping the Biblical requirement that priests receive the skin of the burnt offering (Leviticus 7:8) 
which typically included the “toes” and hooves left attached during skinning.  Also, implements 
found in the temple area are similar to those described for use at the Tabernacle (Tent of 
Meeting) and the Temple in Jerusalem. 

It seems that as Jeroboam redirected worship from the true God to gold calves, he copied some 
of the rites and equipment of the Temple.  The prophet Amos wanted to put an end to the 
abominations of the north including burnt offerings and fellowship offerings which seem to be 
patterned after Biblical law. 

So what? 

Religious and political conflict prevent large-scale archaeological work at the Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem.  Archaeologists are limited to digging around it as was mentioned in the previous 
issue of Archaeology & the Bible regarding the Gibeon Bulla.  It seems that worship (including 
structures not covered here) at the temple at Dan was similar in some ways to worship at the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  So, studying Dan may be the best glimpse we can get for now of what 
went on at Solomon’s Temple. 

Here’s the “gold”:  Some scholars believe the “traditions” of the Bible’s directions on worship were 
given hundreds of years later than Exodus, Leviticus, Solomon and even his son Rehoboam and 
usurper Jeroboam.  They are wrong if the ungodly worship at Dan had mimicked worship that had 
taken place for hundreds of years at the Tabernacle and was at that time taking place in 
Solomon’s Temple. One cannot mimic something that will occur or be written hundreds of years 
in the future.   

Jeroboam mimicked what was already taking place in Jerusalem.  So bones discovered in the 
garbage of a temple in Dan support the accurate, early dating of Scripture. 

- From Biblical Archaeology Review March/April 2012 
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Archaeology & the Bible #94 

In 729 BCE, Rezin of Damascus and Pekah of Israel formed a coalition against Assyria. They 
asked Ahaz, King of Judah, to join their coalition. When he refused, they attacked him and he 
appealed to Tiglath-Pileser, paying him a tribute in exchange for his aid. This is reported in 
Summary Inscription No. 7 found at Nineveh (pictured below) and in 2 Kings 16:7 and Isaiah 7-8. 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/


Tiglath-Pileser subdued the coalition and the Kingdom of Israel was almost completely destroyed. 
He conquered the Galilee and Transjordan, some of the population was deported and Megiddo 
and Hazor were destroyed.  

At this point, Hoshea ben Elah assassinated Pekah and paid tribute to the Assyrian king, thus 
saving the rest of the kingdom.  

On the Kalah Palace Summary Inscription of 729 BC found at Nineveh but now located at the 
British Museum, London of Tiglath Pileser reports that  "Pekah their king they had overthrown, I 
placed Hoshea over them. From him I received 10 talents of gold and 1000 talents of silver."  

 

This is an exact confirmation of the Biblical account in 2 Kings 15:30 "And Hoshea the son of 
Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead" and 2 Kings 17:3 "Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and 
Hoshea became his servant, and gave him presents."  

Tiglath Pileser's inscriptions mention the names of 5 Hebrew kings: Uzziah, Ahaz, Menahem, 
Pekah and Hoshea.  
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Archaeology & the Bible #95 

Many historians and archaeologists want so much to date Israel so it is younger than explained in 
Holy Scripture.  But… 

First the Merneptah Stele was discovered.  Also known as the Israel Stele or Victory Stele of 
Merneptah, it is an inscription by the Ancient Egyptian king Merneptah (reign:1213 to 1203 BC) 
when Israel was ruled by God through the judges.  The stele is notable for being the only Ancient 
Egyptian document generally accepted as mentioning "Isrir" or "Israel". It is the earliest known 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/
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attestation of Israelite. It is therefore referred to as the "Israel stele" and is dated quite precisely to 
somewhere between 1201 and 1205 BC. 

 

Now, a new candidate for the oldest mention of Israel was found far from the Holy Land, an 
inscribed slab of granite from Egypt in the storerooms of the Egyptian Museum of Berlin.  It 
moves evidence of Israel two hundred years earlier.  Archaeology continues its slow march 
backward toward a beginning for Israel that is in keeping with Scripture! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The slab contains name rings but, as you can see in the photo above, the third is chipped off.  Of 
course that is the name ring for Israel.  Yet, the name can be recognized with some confidence.  
The first name is Ashkelon, in southern Israel, and the second is Canaan.  The geographical 
proximity of Israel to Ashkelon and Canaan provides further support. 

The way the hieroglyphs are written and the spelling of names changed over time and provide 
important clues for dating.  At this time the inscription is dated to about 1400 BC during the reign 
of Amenhotep III.  That would place this inscription at about the time, according to the Bible, when 
the Israelites were conquering Canaan. 



I have wondered if the history of Josephus will be found correct.  To me his history explains why 
information about the great number of slaves provided to Egypt by the Israelites is not more 
prominent in Egyptian writing.  Josephus explains that the Hyksos people ruled Egypt for than 
than a century before being expelled from Egypt in about 1550 BC.  There are gaps in Egyptian 
histories of that time since they were ruled by the Hyksos.  Modern scholars usual reject 
Josephus’ history but it should get more attention as archaeology keeps creeping the existence of 
the Israelites in the Holy Land toward the reign of the Hyksos.   The time will come when, again, 
archaeology catches up with Scripture! 

Biblical Archaeology Review, January/February 2012 and Wikipedia. 
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Archaeology & the Bible #96 
From The Reporter of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  

http://reporter.lcms.org/pages/rpage.asp?NavID=19994#.T7vAHfYhfMI.facebook 

More at http://qeiyafa.huji.ac.il/ 
 
NOTE:  At the end of the article it is said that "The Canaanites also did not eat pork.”  That view is 
based on finding in central Israel of many villages from the time of the Biblical Judges having 
garbage pits absent of pig bones.  Either these were villages of Canaanites who did not eat pig, 
or these villages were homes of the Children of Israel.  Some archaeologists insist they were 
Canaanite because, they believe, the Jews never invaded the country or displaced the original 
inhabitants.  So, they reason, since the Children of Israel did not exist, and if the people who filled 
the pits did not eat pig, then Canaanites must not eat pig!  Of course Scripture says otherwise.  
The Children of Israel invaded, displaced many of the Canaanites and produced trash pits absent 
of pig bones.   
 

 
Aerial photograph of Khirbet Qeiyafa. 

http://www.ntbc.wordpress.com/
http://reporter.lcms.org/pages/rpage.asp?NavID=19994#.T7vAHfYhfMI.facebook


 
Archaeologists: Israeli artifacts support Solomon's Temple 
JERUSALEM (RNS) -- Archaeologists have unearthed a trove of artifacts dating back to the time 
of the biblical King David that they say closely correspond to the description of Solomon's Temple 
found in the Book of Kings. 
  
Hebrew University archaeologist Yosef Garfinkel said the find "is extraordinary" first because it 
marks the first time that shrines from the time of the early Israelite kings were found. In addition, 
two small, well-preserved models discovered in the excavations closely resemble elements 
described in the Bible. 
  
The multiyear excavations took place at Khirbet Qeiyafa, a fortified city about 20 miles southwest 
of Jerusalem, adjacent to the Valley of Ella where, the Bible says, the ancient people of Israel 
were encamped when David slew Goliath. 
  
Excavations yielded a large assortment of pottery, stone and metal tools as well as art and cult 
objects. 
  
Garfinkel said the people who lived at the site appeared to shun both graven images and pigs -- 
both prohibited by the Hebrew Bible. 
  
"Over the years, thousands of animal bones were found, including sheep, goats and cattle, but no 
pigs," he said. "Now we uncovered three cultic rooms with various cultic paraphernalia, but not 
even one human or animal figurine was found." 
  
According to Garfinkel, this suggests that the inhabitants observed the biblical bans on pork and 
graven images -- "and thus practiced a different cult than that of the Canaanite or the Philistines" 
of the time. 
  
Not all archaeologists agree with Garfinkel's assessment, however. 
  
"These are beautiful finds, but they are not special in that similar ones have been found in various 
places, and they should therefore not be connected in any way to the ark" or other biblical 
references, Tel Aviv University archaeologist Nadav Na'aman told the newspaper Haaretz. 
  
Na'aman doubted, too, whether the lack of pig bones suggests that the inhabitants of the 
settlement were part of King David's kingdom. 
  
"The Canaanites also did not eat pork," Na'aman said. 
  
-- Michele Chabin 
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