
Hezekiah is named among the records 
of Sennachrib, King of Assyria who was 
kind enough to etch his records in clay 
so we can read them some 2,700 years 
later.  This stone prism was erected in 
his capitol of Ninevah, near modern 
Mosul, Iraq.  Today you can see it at the Mosul, Iraq.  Today you can see it at the 
Oriental Institute in Chicago, Illinois 
(oi.uchicago.edu).  

The statement that describes 
Sennacherib’s encounters with Hezekiah 
is found on Column 3.  

Here is the translation, a bit condensed:



As As for Hezekiah the Judahite, for Hezekiah the Judahite, who did not submit who did not submit 
to my yoke: fortyto my yoke: forty--six of his strong, walled six of his strong, walled cities… cities… I I 
besieged and took them. 200,150 people, great and besieged and took them. 200,150 people, great and 
small, small, …horses…horses, mules, asses, camels, , mules, asses, camels, cattle…without cattle…without 
number, I brought away from them and counted as number, I brought away from them and counted as 
spoil. (Hezekiah) himself, like a caged bird I shut up in spoil. (Hezekiah) himself, like a caged bird I shut up in 
Jerusalem, his royal city. I threw up earthworks Jerusalem, his royal city. I threw up earthworks 
against against him…the him…the terrifying splendor of my majesty terrifying splendor of my majesty 
overcame him, overcame him, …In …In addition to the thirty talents of addition to the thirty talents of 
gold and eight hundred talents of silver, gold and eight hundred talents of silver, gems…as gems…as well well gold and eight hundred talents of silver, gold and eight hundred talents of silver, gems…as gems…as well well 
as his daughters, his harem, his male and female as his daughters, his harem, his male and female 
musicians, which he had brought after me to Nineveh, musicians, which he had brought after me to Nineveh, 
my royal city. To pay tribute and to accept servitude, my royal city. To pay tribute and to accept servitude, 
he dispatched his messengers. he dispatched his messengers. 
The full text of The full text of this section and of the this section and of the entire entire 
prism prism is found is found at at 
http://www.kchanson.com/CLASSIFIEDBIB/classhttp://www.kchanson.com/CLASSIFIEDBIB/class
bib.html. bib.html. 



ÑÑ In 2 Kings, the Bible reports on Hezekiah’s failed attempt to pay In 2 Kings, the Bible reports on Hezekiah’s failed attempt to pay 
tribute to prevent  Sennacherib’s conquest of Jerusalem.  tribute to prevent  Sennacherib’s conquest of Jerusalem.  
Sennacherib demanded tribute which Hezekiah paid by stripping Sennacherib demanded tribute which Hezekiah paid by stripping 
the Temple of gold decoration and emptying both his government’s the Temple of gold decoration and emptying both his government’s 
treasury and the Temple treasury of its silver.  Sennacherib attacked treasury and the Temple treasury of its silver.  Sennacherib attacked 
and surrounded Jerusalem despite the payment.and surrounded Jerusalem despite the payment.

ÑÑ On the prism, Sennacherib gives so much detail about other On the prism, Sennacherib gives so much detail about other 
captured Judean citiescaptured Judean cities. . It seems strange It seems strange that that he includes he includes no mention no mention captured Judean citiescaptured Judean cities. . It seems strange It seems strange that that he includes he includes no mention no mention 
of the of the actual capture actual capture of of JerusalemJerusalem in the statement above.  His in the statement above.  His 
reports of reports of campaigns against other countries end campaigns against other countries end with with the identify the identify 
of who of who he left in charge and/or of the great destruction he inflicted.  he left in charge and/or of the great destruction he inflicted.  

ÑÑ This This record about Judah and Jerusalem ends with a report of tribute record about Judah and Jerusalem ends with a report of tribute 
payment and a vague report that Hezekiah “dispatched his payment and a vague report that Hezekiah “dispatched his 
messengersmessengers”.  The report ”.  The report then shifts to then shifts to Sennacherib’s Sennacherib’s next campaign next campaign 
against the Chaldeans.  against the Chaldeans.  

ÑÑ This This does not read does not read like like an an account of account of total total victoryvictory..



ÑÑ Hezekiah appealed to Egypt for help against the Assyrians.  Hezekiah appealed to Egypt for help against the Assyrians.  
(Ironically, about 20 years earlier, Hezekiah’s father, the infamous (Ironically, about 20 years earlier, Hezekiah’s father, the infamous 
AhazAhaz, had appealed to the Assyrians for help against the combined , had appealed to the Assyrians for help against the combined 
forces of Israel and Syria.) Greek forces of Israel and Syria.) Greek historian Herodotus writes that historian Herodotus writes that 
the Egyptians sent an army against the Assyrians but the Assyrians the Egyptians sent an army against the Assyrians but the Assyrians 
retreated because Sennacherib’s troops were plagued by mice retreated because Sennacherib’s troops were plagued by mice 
which ate his soldier’s bowstrings, leaving him defenseless!which ate his soldier’s bowstrings, leaving him defenseless!

ÑÑ The Bible (in my opinion a more reliable source than Herodotus) The Bible (in my opinion a more reliable source than Herodotus) 
reports that “…the angel of the Lord went out and struck down reports that “…the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians.  And when people arose 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians.  And when people arose 
early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.  And early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.  And early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.  And early in the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies.  And 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went home and lived at Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went home and lived at 
Nineveh.”  The Bible doesn’t report how the people died but that Nineveh.”  The Bible doesn’t report how the people died but that 
they died overnight they died overnight –– from an illness or plague?  from an illness or plague?  

ÑÑ It seems that something happened at Jerusalem that Sennacherib It seems that something happened at Jerusalem that Sennacherib 
would rather his subjects forget about!  would rather his subjects forget about!  

ÑÑ As prophesied by Isaiah (2 Kings 19:20ff), not long after his siege As prophesied by Isaiah (2 Kings 19:20ff), not long after his siege 
of Jerusalem, Sennacherib was assassinated by a conspiracy of his of Jerusalem, Sennacherib was assassinated by a conspiracy of his 
sons (19:37). Had he been weakened and humiliated by the loss of sons (19:37). Had he been weakened and humiliated by the loss of 
an entire army in Judah?an entire army in Judah?


