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Perspective

• Lutherans put full trust in Scripture alone.
• Lutherans support creeds that faithfully 

confess the truths taught in Scripture.
• Lutherans reject creeds that are not in full 

agreement with Scripture.agreement with Scripture.
• So, creeds can never replace Scripture.
• Creeds are just a way to simply summarize 

the Christian faith as described in Scripture.



The Need:
Attacks on the Christian faith.

1)  Persecution of Christians by the Roman Empire.
Example: Sacrifice to Caesar or suffer the 
consequences.

2)  Some people corrupted the faith to conform it to 2)  Some people corrupted the faith to conform it to 
their thinking. 
Example: Gnosticism which taught there was 
secret knowledge needed in addition to faith.

3)  Attacks from within the church.
Example: Arianism which taught that Jesus is a 
god, not THE God.



A Creed is…
• Creed is from the Latin word credo meaning “I believe.” So creeds 

are confessions of faith.
• There are short memorable statement of foundational Christian 

truths found in Scripture. 
• Allow even illiterate or not biblically literate Christians to easily 

compare the requirements of the government and false teachings 
to the truth of Scripture.to the truth of Scripture.

• The creeds are not Scripture.  (See “Perspective” above.)  
– A faithful creed is binding on one’s conscience only because it 

states and confesses the doctrine taught in Scripture.
• The Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed are both divided in 

sections called articles:  one for God the Father, one for God the 
Son, and one for God the Holy Spirit.



The Creeds
Earliest are in Scripture,  2 examples…

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved.     Romans 10:9
…he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
Philippians 2:6-11

The “Big Three” used in Lutheran worship came later often to help 
the specific problems.  They are NOT found in the Bible.

Apostle’s Creed - Nicene Creed - Athanasian Creed



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
(This is most certainly true!)



Apostles’ Creed
• Oldest and shortest.
• Named “Apostles” from an early incorrect belief that the creed was 

formed by the 12 apostles.  But, the name has stuck.
– Wording comes from the earliest Christian leaders like Ignatius 

of Antioch who wrote around 107 AD, just 70 years or so after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

– Not adopted by a church council (gathering of church leaders) – Not adopted by a church council (gathering of church leaders) 
but grew naturally out of the life of Christians and became 
universally accepted.

– Over time a few words, like “descended into hell”, “catholic”, 
“communion of saints”, were added to address questions of 
believers and attacks by others until the present wording was 
formed in the 500s to 700s AD.

• Often called the Baptismal Creed since it is used in the baptism rite 
to welcome people into the family of faith.



• Attacking the creed is considered an attack on Scripture.
• Common questions:

– “Holy catholic church”?  (“catholic” is the proper translation.)
• The word catholic comes from the Greek word katholikos

meaning “according to the whole”.  So, confessing the holy 
catholic church means we are confessing that we are part of 
the whole Christian church.  

• Today, to avoid confusion with the Roman Catholic Church 
(which believes that it alone is the Christian church)  the (which believes that it alone is the Christian church)  the 
word Christian is used.

– Jesus “descended into hell”?  
• This comes from 1 Peter 3:18-19 “For Christ also suffered 

once for all sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit, in which He went and proclaimed to 
the spirits in prison.” which is taken to mean souls in hell.  



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. (This is most certainly true!)



Nicene Creed
• Addresses issues dealing with the doctrine of the 

Trinity and the deity (godhood) of Jesus Christ.
• A Christian priest named Arius wanted to protect 

God from supposed material corruption.  He 
taught that God created a person who in turn 
created the world.  That person was Jesus Christ.  
Many said that the Son was “of like substance” but 
not “of one substance” of the Father.  Arianism 
nearly wiped out Nicene Christianity as several 
emperors were Arians.  Many of the Goths were 
converted from paganism to Arianism.  



In the first three centuries, the church found itself in a 
hostile environment. On the one hand, it grappled with 
the challenge of relating the language of the gospel, 
developed in a Hebraic and Jewish-Christian context, to a 
Greco-Roman world. On the other hand, it was 
threatened not only by persecution, but also by ideas 
that were in conflict with the biblical witness.

In A.D. 312, Constantine won control of the Roman 
Empire in the battle of Milvian Bridge. Attributing his 
victory to the intervention of Jesus Christ, he elevated victory to the intervention of Jesus Christ, he elevated 
Christianity to favored status in the empire. "One God, 
one Lord, one faith, one church, one empire, one 
emperor" became his motto. Christians were a minority 
of the population.

The new emperor soon discovered that "one faith and 
one church" were fractured by theological disputes, 
especially conflicting understandings of the nature of 
Christ, long a point of controversy which had reached a 
critical point with the teachings of Arius.



To counter a widening rift within the 
church, Constantine convened a council 
in Nicaea in A.D. 325. A creed reflecting 
the position of Bishop Alexander and his 
successor Athanasius was written and 
signed by a majority of the bishops. 
Nevertheless, the two parties continued 
to struggle with each other. In A.D. 381, a 
second council met in Constantinople. It 
adopted a revised and expanded form of 
the A.D. 325 creed, now known as the the A.D. 325 creed, now known as the 
Nicene Creed.



• Conflicts with Arianism continued. 
• In the late 300s AD when Emperor Gratian prohibited Pagan 

worship at Rome and published an edict that all subjects 
should profess the Nicene faith.



• Addresses more about Jesus and His relationship with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit.  Defends the divinity of Jesus 
Christ:   “begotten, not made”, He IS God.  So there Arius!

• Used in worship when Holy Communion is celebrated.
• Words were added over time.  

– The word filoque which means “and from the Son” was 
added to “And I believe in the Holy Sprit…who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son ….  from the Father and the Son ….  

– The Eastern Church holds to the Spirit proceeding only 
from the Father as the Son is “begotten of His Father…” 

– This disagreement eventually led to the “great schism” 
(division) of the church into Eastern Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic in 1054.

• The chief confession of the Eastern Christian Churches is 
the Nicene Creed in its original form (without filoque).
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Athanasian Creed

• Very long!  Explains the relationship of the Trinity from every 
direction possible to make a point:  3 in 1.

Whoever will be saved shall, above all else, hold the catholic faith. 
Which faith, except everyone keeps whole and undefiled, without doubt he will 
perish eternally. 
And the catholic faith is this, 
that we worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God, 
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 
For there is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy 
Spirit. Spirit. 
But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit is all one: the glory 
equal, the majesty coeternal. 
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit. 
The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, and the Holy Spirit uncreated. 
The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Spirit 
incomprehensible. 
The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Spirit eternal. 
And yet there are not three eternals but one eternal. 
As there are not three uncreated nor three incomprehensibles but one uncreated 
and one incomprehensible. 



So likewise the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy Spirit almighty. 
And yet they are not three almighties but one almighty. 
So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. 
And yet there are not three gods; but one God. 
So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord. 
And yet they are not three lords but one Lord. 
For as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge every person by 
himself to be both God and Lord, 
So we cannot by the catholic faith say that there are three Gods or three Lords. 
The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten. 
The Son is of the Father alone, not made nor created; but begotten. 
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten 
but proceeding. but proceeding. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not 
three Holy Spirits. 
And in this trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than 
another; 
But the whole three persons are coeternal together and coequal, so that in all things, 
as is aforesaid, 
the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped.
He, therefore, that will be saved is compelled thus to think of the Trinity. 
Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe faithfully the 
incarnation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



For the right faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, is God and man; 
God of the substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and man of the 
substance of his mother, born in the world; 
Perfect God and perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. 
Equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching 
his manhood; 
Who, although he is God and man, yet he is not two but one Christ. 
One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking the manhood into 
God;. One altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 
For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ; For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ; 
Who suffered for our salvation; descended into hell; rose again the third day from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven; he sits at the right hand of the Father, God 
Almighty, from whence he will come to judge the living and the dead. At whose 
coming all men will rise again with their bodies and will give an account of their 
own works. And they that have done good will go into life everlasting; and they that 
have done evil, into everlasting fire. 
This is the catholic faith which except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot 
be saved.



• Athanasius is credited with writing this creed 
although we don’t know this for certain.  (For 
example, Athanasius wrote in Greek and this Creed 
was first written in Latin.) 
– Athanasius lived in Alexandria, one of the 

centers of the Christian church at that time.  He 
attended the Council of Nicaea and then 
became bishop of Alexandria.  He helped people became bishop of Alexandria.  He helped people 
agree that there is one true God in whom there 
are three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

• Not officially adopted by a Church Council.
• Is focused on the Trinity and Christ’s divinity 

(godhood) and His equality with the Father and 
Holy Spirit.



Addresses heresies like… 
• Nestorianism: named after Christian priest Nestorius in 400s AD 

who taught, among other things, that Christ in human nature is 
the Son of God only by adoption.  Only Christ’s human nature was 
born, suffered, and died, thereby omitting Christ’s divine nature 
from atonement. Spread into Persia where Chaldean church still 
exist and as far as India and China. 

• Monophysitism: [muh-nof-uh-sahy-tizm] means “one nature”; 
taught either that Christ’s divine and human natures blended to 
form a new substance or that Christ’s human nature was so taken form a new substance or that Christ’s human nature was so taken 
up into the divine that it ceased to be significant.  Spread through 
the Mid-East and Africa and today includes Syriac, Coptic, and 
Ethiopian Churches.

• Eutychianism: [eu-tiek-ian-izm] (often combined with 
Monophysitism as one heresy) named after Eutyches in 400s AD 
who taught that there were two natures in Christ before but one 
after the Christ’s birth.  Christ’s human nature was absorbed by 
the divine nature.



Why use creeds?
• Attacks on the Christian faith continue today.

– People still attack the divinity of Jesus Christ.  Even from within the 
Christian church.

– People still attack the Trinity and some consider themselves Christian: 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Unitarians, Unification Church, Islam, Judaism, 
Christian Science.

• Connects the belief of the body of Christ of today with the belief of the body 
of Christ of the early church.  

• Among Lutherans, the reformation of the 1500s AD was not to create new 
teachings, but to return to the teachings of the early church which had been teachings, but to return to the teachings of the early church which had been 
corrupted over the years. 

• Reminds ourselves and tells others that we are not on our own and neither 
are our fellow Christians.  We believe the same.  Not only are we connected 
by faith with fellow believers in every place and church on earth at this time, 
but we are connected in faith with the millions of Christians who have gone 
before us.

• Orthodox Christian means to believe and teach what is correct about the 
Christian faith.  We find truth in Scripture.  The creeds are useful tools to help 
us maintain orthodox Christianity.


