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� From Greek word bibliameaning “books”.  Synonyms:  
writings, Scriptures, sacred writings.  The word theology
means “God’s word”.

� Canon = list of books considered to be authoritative as 
Scripture.

� Bible = collection of 66 books in two canons
� Old Testament or Old Covenant  (Jeremiah 31:31 foretells of a new 

covenant), OT Canon = 39 books, Jewish & Christian are the same.covenant), OT Canon = 39 books, Jewish & Christian are the same.
� New Testament or New Covenant (2 Corinthians 3:14 in the reading of the old 
covenant…”), NT Canon = 27 books

� Written by 40 authors from every walk of life: 
� King (David), herdsman (Amos), prime minister (Daniel), physician 

(Luke), tax collector (Matthew), secretary (Mark), rabbi (Paul) etc.  
� Not by one person in isolation: Koran, Book of Mormon, etc.

� Written over a span of 1,500 years in times of war, peace, 
plenty, famine, economic depression, prosperity.



� In three languages:
� Old Testament primarily in Hebrew with some Aramaic 
(the international language at one time as English is 
today).

� New Testament primarily in Greek (the international 
language at the time of Christ) with just a few statements 
in Aramaic (the language of Palestine at the time of 
Jesus).  

� Addresses hundreds of often controversial 
subjects.  subjects.  

� Despite this diversity, a single story is revealed:  
the one, true, living God made known through 
Jesus Christ.

� Acknowledge:  
� The Bible does not PROVE that it is the inspired word of 
God.  

� It does challenge any person sincerely seeking truth to 
consider seriously  its unique continuity.



� Jews (OT) and Christians (NT) did not form 
canons until pressured to do so by threats such 
heresies and fictitious and counterfeit books.  

� Until formal canons were formed, the books 
including in the OT and NT were simply those 
commonly accepted and recognized.  commonly accepted and recognized.  

� When faced with threats, Canons were formed 
to help believers know which books to respect.  
� Some of the other books may have value but not as 
Scripture and 

� Some should be shunned as fictitious or counterfeit.



� Developed in stages. 
� The Law was known as Scripture as early as II Kings 
22:8ff. 

� OT canon formed for the Septuagint, a Greek 
translation of the OT in about 250 BC.

� The Prophets were considered Scripture by the end 
of the 100s BC (ll Maccabees 2:13, 15:9; Sirach 49:10).  
This is during a time of great religious persecution 
of the 100s BC (ll Maccabees 2:13, 15:9; Sirach 49:10).  
This is during a time of great religious persecution 
by the ruling Syrians.

� Following destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, the 
rabbinical school of the Pharisees at Jamnia became a 
center of religious thought. 
ú Faced with the affinity of the early Christians for the Greek 
Septuagint (Christianity had become a threat) , they refined the 
books traditional to Judaism, particularly the Writings since the 
Law and the Prophets were set. 



� We have MUCH more information on the NT than the 
OT because the NT is, well, much newer.

� Following the time of Christ and the Apostles, heresies 
soon began and people published fictitious accounts of 
Jesus life, counterfeit books of Christian doctrine and 
other misleading books.

� To help Christians understand which books were 
deserving of attention, church leaders provided lists of 
books considered Scripture: a canon.  books considered Scripture: a canon.  
� An example is the Muratorian Canon of the late 100s AD.  
� In 115 AD, Polycarp referred to the NT books with the OT 
books as “these scriptures”.

� Athanasius prepared a list in 367 AD.  The list                         
was already in use and he confirmed it.

� A Church Council, the Synod of Hippo in 
393AD listed the 27 books of the NT.  No 
serious question since then. 
ú That list is what appears on our Bibles.



� Greekmanuscriptswerewrittenwithout  
breaksbetweenwords

� Hbrw ws wrttn wtht vwls. 
Ancients always read aloud – even when � Ancients always read aloud – even when 
alone.  
� It is noisy at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem where traditional Jews read 
and pray in the old way: aloud.



� Autograph = the original.
� Manuscript = a copy of the autograph.  And 

copies of those copies.
� We have no OT or NT autographs.  

� They would be REALLY old and were written on 
perishable materials.  perishable materials.  

� Most existing records from OT times are written on 
pottery, stone or metal.

� Possible to have NT autographs.  (What a find!)

� Comparing older to newer manuscripts:
� They DO vary but not on the “big” ideas.  
� No teaching has been changed over time.



#1  The Bible was copied and recopied over and 
over.  Each time there were mistakes.  Over time 
the mistakes add up and result in a book that we 
cannot trust. 
#2  Translations of translations result in many 
mistakes and misjudgments by translators.
#3  The Bible stands alone.  Its contents are tainted #3  The Bible stands alone.  Its contents are tainted 
by religious fervor that caused people to 
exaggerate, create stories, and make facts fit those 
stories. 
� All are reasonable issues that deserve response.  
� Present information. Sometimes hearts are 

hardened.  Do not argue.  Let the Spirit work.



#1  The Bible was copied and recopied over and 
over.  Each time there were mistakes.  Over time 
the mistakes add up and result in a book that we 
cannot trust. 



� Jewish scribes copied the Old Testament by hand.
� Manuscripts were officially examined and approved – or 

destroyed.
� Kept track of every letter, syllable, word and paragraph in every 

OT book and of the entire OT.  
� Could tell if one consonant was left out!
� If one mistake was found, it was discarded.
� Those copying Plato or Aristotle, Cicero or Seneca were never so 

careful as to count their letters.  Romans had slaves to copy books.
� It was the practice of Jewish scribes to destroy older copies of � It was the practice of Jewish scribes to destroy older copies of 

the OT after a copy had been made. 
� Shows that they considered the newer manuscript as good or better 

than the old.
� Unfortunate because the practice leaves us with few old manuscripts.

� Around 200 BC, the Hebrew canon was included in the Greek 
translation of the OT called the Septuagint.  This is the Bible 
used by early Christians.  OT quotes in the NT are from the 
Septuagint. 

� By 950 AD Jewish scholars called Masoretes added vowels and 
accents which is called the Masoretic Text of the OT and is the 
standard Hebrew Bible of today.  



� For years the earliest OT manuscripts were 
Masoretic Texts from 950AD. Dated 1009 CE/AD, 
the Leningrad Codex is the earliest complete
manuscript of the Hebrew Bible that has survived 
into modern times. 

� Then, a manuscript of the book of Isaiah was 
found among the Dead Sea Scrolls and dated to 
125 BC.
� Can see how much difference takes place in 1,000 years of 
copying!
Differences were found.� Differences were found.

� Example: Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are 17 
letters in question and just one word which does 
not change any meaning.

� 95% word-for-word the same.                                              
5% variation = obvious slips of the pen, 
variations in spelling.

� Did not change the message.



Isaiah scroll.  Dead Sea Scrolls
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Thousands and thousands of OT fragments have been 
found dated to before 1000 AD.  These “partials” are 
compared with whole editions and they match.  Again, 
there are differences but they are minor.



� Care taken to preserve the OT was carried over to the 
NT.
� There are less than 20 WORDS that are not generally 
accepted by scholars in the NT written about 100 AD and 
copied by hand. 

� There are major differences in copies of Shakespeare’s 37 
plays written about 1600 AD and printed on a press.  Scholars plays written about 1600 AD and printed on a press.  Scholars 
do not even agree that Shakespeare wrote the plays!

� We have:
� 5,600+ partial and complete GREEK manuscripts copied by 
hand from the 100s to 1400s AD.  Plus thousands of others.

� The huge number of partial copies such as lectionaries 
and quotes by Christian and pagan authors allows a 
reproduction of the entire NT and comparison with 
other full manuscripts.  
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� John Ryland’s MS from 130 AD.  A 
portion of the Gospel of John.  (Could this 
be a “first copy” since John was written in 
90 AD?)

� Bodmer Papyrus II from about 175 AD.  
Most of John’s Gospel.Most of John’s Gospel.

� Papyrus 46 from 200 AD (Compares to a 
copy made today of something written in 
1850 to 1875.)

� Codex Vaticanus from about 325 AD.  
Nearly the entire Bible.  

� Codex Sinaiticus from 350 AD. The NT 
and over half the OT.

Earliest manuscript of 
Philemon, late 100s or 
early 200s AD. At 
University of Cologne.
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� Compared with other ancient writings, the time 
between the NT autographs and the copies is so much 
shorter.  
� Scholars believe we have all essentials in accurate text of the 
seven plays of Sophocles.  The earliest manuscript was 
written more that 1,400 years after the poet’s death. 

� Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars:  the earliest manuscript is 900 
years after the autograph.years after the autograph.

� Homer:  400 years after the autograph.
� While there are shorter sections from earlier years, the first 
large sections of the NT we have were copied about 250 
years after the autographs.

� Far, far greater “variations” are found among other 
ancient manuscripts than the Bible

� Why doubt the NT and not Sophocles, Caesar and 
Homer?



• The earliest substantial New Testament 
manuscript known to exist is this codex of 
Paul's epistles.
• From about the year 200. 
• The existing leaves contain (in this order) 

• The last eight chapters of Romans; 
• All of Hebrews; 
• Virtually all of 1–2 Corinthians; 
• All of Ephesians, • All of Ephesians, 
• All of Galatians, 
• All of Philippians, 
• All of Colossians; and 
• Two chapters of 1 Thessalonians. 

• All of the leaves have lost some lines at the 
bottom through deterioration.
• 30 leaves are at the University of Michigan 
and 56 are in Dublin, Ireland. The leaf shown here, from 

the University of Michigan, 
contains Ephesians 1:1-11. 



Codex Sinaiticus, a manuscript of the 
Christian Bible written in the middle of the 
300s AD, contains the earliest complete
copy of the Christian New Testament. 
The hand-written text is in Greek. 



� The Bible has more manuscript evidence to 
support it than any ten pieces of ancient 
writings – combined.

� If one is skeptical of the authenticity of the 
New Testament then one must be much more 
If one is skeptical of the authenticity of the 
New Testament then one must be much more 
skeptical of ALL ancient writings.  

� If the New Testament is not to be trusted then 
NO ancient text is to be trusted.



#2  Like copies of copies, translations of 
translations result in many mistakes and 
misjudgments by translators.



� One language may not transfer literally to another
� It is important that religious leaders keep their focus on the original 

languages in the earliest manuscripts available.  Pastors of the LCMS 
are expected to learn Greek and Hebrew.  This is not true of all 
church bodies.  In fact some pastors have no formal training or even 
mentorship.

� Translating from a translation compounds the problem.
� Although he used the original languages, we would not base an � Although he used the original languages, we would not base an 

English translation of the Bible on Martin Luther’s highly respected 
German translation.  

� Translations balance literal translation of words (accuracy) 
with understandability and readability.  
� The Living Bible emphasizes readability over accuracy so be careful 

about using it for Bible study.
� The English Standard Bible emphasizes accuracy over readability so it 

may be difficult for “seekers” to understand.



� The translation now used by the LCMS is the 
English Standard Version (ESV).
� Created by a team of 95 Bible scholars and teachers 
from 12 countries, representing nearly 20 
denominations and more than 50 seminaries, 
colleges, and universities.colleges, and universities.

� Each word and phrase in the ESV was weighed 
against the original Hebrew (Masoretic text is used), 
Aramaic, and Greek. 

� The ESV translation process combines word-for-word 
accuracy with readability and literary 
excellence…that seeks as far as possible to capture 
the precise wording of the original text.



#3  The Bible stands alone.  Its contents are not 
found in or are contradicted by more reliable 
ancient history or literature.  



� Archaeological finds (sometimes after years of controversy) 
support the OT manuscripts of today.

� Bible contains names of at least 26 foreign kings whose 
names are found elsewhere.

� Bits of scripture on pottery confirm bits of today’s 
manuscripts.manuscripts.
� A seal with Jeremiah 48:11 written on it.
� A seal with the name Gedaliah dated to the time of 
Gedaliah in 2 Kings 25:22.

� The House of Yahwehmentioned in official letters from about 
900 BC.



� Further support
� The murder of Sennacherib by his sons (2 Kings 18:13) 

confirmed on monument in Assyria.
� Trade between Israel and Sheba confirmed by engraving in 

Southern Arabia.
� Pool of Siloam discovered in Jerusalem.  Built by King 

Hezekiah in 700s BC and mentioned in the NT.
� Assyrian King Sargon’s (Isaiah 20:1) palace discovered in 

modern Iraq.
� The existence of King David confirmed by report of “The 

House of David” in Assyria.
� Names of the kings of Judah and Israel are found on 

Assyrian document.
� The list goes on for the OT and then there is all the historical 

and archaeological support for the NT!
� Interested?  E-mail me to sign-up for Archaeology & the 

Bible e-mail distribution.



� Some NT authors were eyewitnesses. 
� Dating of NT books ranges supports 

eyewitness accounts: 
� From 50 AD (less than 20 years after the death of 
Jesus Christ) including Some of Paul’s letters and Jesus Christ) including Some of Paul’s letters and 
Gospel of Mark 

� To 100 AD of the Gospel of John. (Some date some 
books a bit latter, but not later than 100 AD.)

� Robinson, a liberal scholar reports that the 
entire NT was written before the destruction of 
the Temple in 70 AD!



� The earliest Christian authors include 
� Clement of Rome who is described as a disciple of the 
apostles, 

� Tertullian who was appointed by St. Peter, 
� Irenaeus who personally heard apostles teach, 
� Polycarp who was a disciple of John (and baptized as an 
infant) and others.infant) and others.

� Pagan authors who confirm NT accounts include:
� Tacitus, Roman historian (1st Century AD) writes about 
followers of Christ persecuted by Nero.

� Suetonius, secretary of Emperor Hadrian, and others.
� St. Luke was a thorough historian and geographer.  

Archaeology has again and again proven his facts  
in Acts of the Apostles.



#1  The Bible was copied and recopied over and over.  
Each time there were mistakes. 
False:  Great care was taken to avoid mistakes.  
Comparisons of copies to copies reveal no significant 
mistakes.
#2  Translations of translations result in many 
mistakes and misjudgments by translators.mistakes and misjudgments by translators.
False:  We do not make translations of translations 
and are careful to reference the original languages.
#3  The Bible stands alone.  Its contents are tainted by 
religious fervor that caused people to exaggerate, 
create stories, and make facts fit those stories. 
False:  Archaeology & history support Scripture. (Or is 
it the other way around?)





� 4 criteria were used : 
1. Had to conform to the Pentateuch; 
2. Could not have been written after the time 

of Ezra (circa 400 BC); 
3. Had to be written in Hebrew 
4. Had to be written in Palestine.  4. Had to be written in Palestine.  

� The Canon of Hebrew Scripture recognized 10
books less than the Canon of the Greek 
Septuagint.   Those books are in what is called 
the Apocrypha. 

� The Masoretic Hebrew Text developed from 
the 700s to 900s AD used the same Canon of 
Hebrew Scripture. 33



� Apostolic Origin - attributed to and/or based on 
the preaching/teaching of the first-generation 
apostles (or their closest companions like Mark & 
Luke). 

� Universal Acceptance - acknowledged by all major 
Christian communities in the Mediterranean Christian communities in the Mediterranean 
world. 

� Liturgical Use - read publicly along with the Old 
Testament when early Christians gathered for 
weekly worship services. 

� Consistent Message - containing theological ideas 
compatible with other accepted Christian writings 
including the divinity and humanity Jesus.



� Daniel 9:2 - “I Daniel perceived in the books…” referring 
to the Old Testament.

� Matthew 21:42 - “Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the scriptures…?” referring to the OT.

� 2 Timothy 3:15 – St. Paul wrote of the OT “…how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writing, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out (also in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out (also 
translated “inspired”) by God and profitable for 
teaching…”

� 2 Peter 3:15,16  - St. Peter writes“…just as our beloved 
brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom 
given him, as he does in all his letters…which the ignorant 
and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
other Scriptures.”


