
BaptismBaptism
With emphasis on the baptism 

of infants.
Lutheranism 101



Overview

1. Means of Grace
2. Examples of other spiritual washing.
3. Meaning of the word baptism.
4. The need for baptism.
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4. The need for baptism.
5. Baptism in Scripture
6. Baptism in History
7. Differences appear at the Protestant 

Reformation
8. Lutheran Teaching



Means of Grace
Grace: Undeserved love of God.  
God’s forgiveness and the sure hope of everlasting 
life come to us by means ofWord & Sacrament

Word = The Gospel of the Bible 
Acts 20:24; Rom. 10:17;                            
1 Pet. 1:23; Gal. 3:2 
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1 Pet. 1:23; Gal. 3:2 
Sacraments:

–Lord’s Supper
Luke 22:19, 20; Matt. 26:28, 1 Cor. 11:23; 
Jer. 31:31-34

–Baptism
Acts 2:38; 22:16; Titus 3:5



Spiritual “washing” - not unique 
to Christianity
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Hinduism
• One of 5 holy rivers is the Narmada.

– It is believed that a dip in any of 
these five rivers washes ones sins 
away.

• A mere darshan (viewing) of the 
Narmada helps in purifying the soul. 

• Taking a holy dip or bath in Narmada 
is equal to taking bath in Ganges 
River.

• The Ganges River, personified as a 
goddess named Ganga, is 
worshipped by Hindus, who believe 
that bathing in it:
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that bathing in it:
– Causes the remission of sins, 
– Facilitates liberation from the 
cycle of life and death. 

– Pilgrims travel long distances to 
immerse the ashes of their kin in 
the waters of the Ganga, so that 
their loved ones will pass on to 
heaven. 

Starting February 10, 2 million Hindu pilgrims are expected to swarm to the banks of the holy 
Narmada River, sparking fears among Christians of forced re-conversions, anti-Christian 
backlash and violence. – Dave Stavers of Mission India



Judaism
• Purification rites (or mikvah—ritual immersion) in Jewish laws and 

tradition.
• Immersion in water for ritual purification was established for 

restoration to a condition of "ritual purity”.  Examples:
– Priests were immersed .  (Lev. 15)  Mikvahs were located beneath 

the Temple.
– Immersion required before entering the Temple.  (Num. 9:10, 

John 11:55, Josephus).  Large pools were build near the Temple.
• Immersion is required for converts to Judaism as part of their 

conversion. 
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conversion. 
• Pharisees used water to remove ritual impurity. (Matt. 15:2, John 2:6)
• Immersion in the mikvah represents a change in status in regards to 

purification, restoration, and qualification for full religious participation 
in the life of the community, ensuring that the cleansed person will not 
impose uncleanness on property or its owners (Num. 19 and 
Babylonian Talmud, TractateChagigah, p. 12). 
– This change of status by the mikvah could be obtained repeatedly, 

while Christian baptism, like circumcision, is unique and not 
repeatable.
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Mikvah at Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls found 
nearby)

Modern Mikvah



Temple built by Herod

Pool of Siloam
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• Pool of Siloam probably used as a massive mikvah.  Jesus sent a 
man blind from birth to this pool to wash off mud made by Jesus of 
his own saliva (John 9).



“Baptism” is...
• The Greek word for "baptized" in Mark 16:15-16 can 

include (depending on the context), "to dip, wash, pour, 
or immerse" (in/with water). 

• Since the Greek word itself is open to a variety of 
meanings with regard to the mode of applying water, and 

• Since there is no specific mandate in the Scriptures 
regarding the "necessary mode" of applying water in 
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regarding the "necessary mode" of applying water in 
Baptism, 

• Lutherans regard the mode of Baptism (immersion, 
dipping, pouring, sprinkling, etc.) to be a matter of 
Christian freedom that has no effect on the validity of the 
Baptism itself.

• The power of Baptism comes from God's 
Word and promise, not from the type or amount of 
water or the way in which it is applied.



The claim:

Infants don’t need forgiveness of sins so 
they don’t need baptism.
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Don’t need baptism?
• According to the Bible, all people--including infants--are 

sinful and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 
• Like adults, infants die--sure proof that they too are 

under the curse of sin and death. 
• King David confesses, "I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive me" (Ps. 51:5). 
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and in sin did my mother conceive me" (Ps. 51:5). 
• According to the Bible, Baptism (somewhat like Old 

Testament circumcision, administered to 8-day-old-
babies--see Col. 2:11-12) is God's gracious way of 
washing away our sins--even the sins of infants--
without any help or cooperation on our part. 
It is a wonderful gift of a loving and gracious God.

• Also John 3:5-7, Acts 2:38, Romans 6:3-4.



While it is true that…
• Scripture does not state explicitly that infants 
must be baptized, and that

• There is no example of an individual baby being 
baptized.

It is also true that…
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It is also true that…
• There is not a single passage in Scripture which 
instructs us not to baptize for reasons of age, 
race, mental condition, or gender.

• There is no prohibition of infant baptism or an 
injunction that only adults may be baptized.



The claim:

The baptism of infants was unknown in the 
New Testament.
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"From the lips of children and infants, You have ordained 
praise...." Psalm 8:2. 
– Infants praise God!

"Yet You brought me out of the womb, You made me trust 
in You even at my mother's breast." Psalm 22:9. 
– Infants trust God!

Luke 18:15-16: “Now they were bringing even infants to 
him that he might touch them; and when the disciples 
saw it they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, 
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saw it they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, 
saying, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God.’”
– The Greek word translated as “infants” here means babies, 

and Jesus defended their right to be brought to him without first 
having intellectual assent to faith.

– This is not specifically about baptism, but the principle applies 
when taken in context with the other scriptures.



Several inferences that infants could 
be, and were baptized with adults.

Jesus: Matt 28:19-20: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

15

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commended 
you.”
– Jesus commands all nations to be baptized, 
and does not specify only certain ages.



John 3:5: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
– Here Jesus is speaking of baptism, and 
saying that it is necessary to enter the 
kingdom of God.
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kingdom of God.
– He does not specify adults only; and it makes 
no sense that babies would be barred from 
baptism and thus barred from entering the 
Kingdom of God if they died before reaching 
the age of intellectual consent.



Peter: Acts 2:38: “Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children and 
to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.”
– Here Peter, speaking to the multitude who gathered on 

Pentecost, calls people to repent, and be baptized, and makes 
clear that this is for everyone, including children, whom the 
Lord calls to himself. Since the Lord calls infants to himself also, 
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Lord calls to himself. Since the Lord calls infants to himself also, 
as is clear from Lk 18:15-16, one can assume that they are not 
excluded from the promise assured in baptism.

– Also note that after Peter’s sermon, about 3,000 “souls” were 
baptized. It is likely that there were children and babies in the 
crowd, not only adults, so babies and very young children could 
well have been baptized along with their parents. 



Paul: Col 2:11-12: “In him also you were circumcised with 
a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 
body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the working of God, who raised 
him from the dead.”
– Jewish babies were/are circumcised at 8 days of age.
– Paul was the supreme exegete of the Old Testament, through 

his preaching and writing showing how virtually everything in the 
Old Testament pointed to and was fulfilled in Christ.

– Here he shows that baptism is the new circumcision of 
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– Here he shows that baptism is the new circumcision of 
Christ. Circumcision in the Old Testament was practiced 
primarily on infants, except when it was first instituted and adult 
males had to be circumcised also, or in the rare instance that a 
non-Jew converted to Judaism.

– To the Jewish mind of Paul’s day, the comparison of baptism to 
circumcision would have automatically called infants to mind. If 
Paul had meant that only adults were to be baptized, he would 
have had to make that very explicit, to counter the Jewish 
assumption. But he nowhere does so in any of his writings.



Moses' leading his people through the Red Sea is seen as 
an Old Testament foreshadowing of Christian baptism. 
The following New Testament passage clearly points to 
this: 

"For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our 
fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and 
all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking 
from a spiritual rock which followed them, and that rock 
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from a spiritual rock which followed them, and that rock 
was Christ." (1 Corinthians 10:1-4) I
– It is worthwhile to note that "all were baptized" through Moses' 

leadership in crossing over the Red Sea. He did not leave the 
infants or children on the shores of Egypt to become prey to the 
angry armies of Pharaoh because they were not old enough to 
believe in the promise of the Old Covenant. 

– Rather, entrusted to the arms of their parents' faith, they were 
carried through the "baptism of Moses." 



Acts 16:15 & 33 - Whole households, everyone in the family, were baptized in 
the beginning of New Testament times, which in all probability included 
infants.  
– The "household" formula used here by Luke has Old Testament precedent, with 

special reference also to small children, as for example in 1 Sam. 22:16, 19; 
The Greek word for “household,”

– We know that the Greek word oikos, translated "house" or "household," has 
traditionally included infants and children in its meaning for several reasons. 

– There is no evidence of this word being used either in secular Greek, Biblical 
Greek or in the writing of Hellenistic Judaism in a way which would restrict its 
meaning only to adults. 

– The Old Testament parallel for "house" carries the sense of the entire family. 
– The Greek translation of the original Hebrew manuscripts (completed in 250 

B.C.) uses this word when translating the Hebrew word meaning the complete 
family (men, women, children, infants). 
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family (men, women, children, infants). 
– Similarly, we know that the phrase "he and his house" refers to the total family; 

the Old Testament use of this phrase clearly demonstrates this by specifically 
mentioning the presence of children and infants at times. 

Acts 11:14, of Peter: “He will declare to you a message by which you will be 
saved, you and all your household.”

Acts 16:14-15, of Lydia: “One who heard us was a woman named Lydia. . . . 
And when she was baptized, with her household, she besought us. . .”

Acts 16:33, of the Philippian jailor: “’Men, what must I do to be saved?’ And 
they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ He was baptized at once, with all his family.”

1 Cor 1:16: “I did baptized also the household of Stephanas.”



• These scriptures show a pattern of how, 
when one person, probably the head of 
the household, came to faith, the entire
household was baptized.

• None of the scriptures specify that only 
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• None of the scriptures specify that only 
those old enough to give intellectual 
assent could be baptized in these 
circumstances.



While it is true…
We don’t know for sure whether or not there were babies in 

the particular households mentioned in the quotes cited.

It is also true…
In light of 

– The meaning of “household” in Old and New Testaments, 
combined with 
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combined with 
– Jesus’ words about little children, 
– Peter’s words that the promise is for everyone, 
– Paul’s comparison of baptism to circumcision and 
– The lack of prohibition of infant baptism, 

it’s very likely that entire households in the early Church, 
including babies, were baptized. More likely than not, I'd 
say, given the evidence.



Orthodox scholar Jordan Bajis:  
If the baptism of infants was NOT acceptable 
during New Testament times, then when does 
Scripture mention the alternative - the baptism of 
the children of Christian parents once they have 
matured out of infancy?  The Bible never gives 
one example of the baptism of a Christian child 
as an adult. 
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as an adult. 
Scripture also does not speak of an "age of 
accountability or reason" (which many today 
pinpoint at 13 years) when a child's capacity to 
believe the Gospel is developed enough so that 
he can receive baptism.

Scripture does set an “age of accountability”.  
It is life-long!



Bible not enough?
Then consider history…
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The claim…

The baptism of infants was unknown in the 
early Christian Church.
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From the beginning of New Testament Christianity at 
Pentecost to our time, unbroken and uninterrupted, the 
Church has baptized babies.

• Polycarp (69-155 AD), a disciple of the Apostle John, 
was baptized as an infant. This enabled him to say at his 
martyrdom. "Eighty and six years have I served the Lord 
Christ" (Martyrdom of Polycarp 9: 3).

• Justin Martyr (100-166 AD) of the next generation, about 
the year 150 AD, states in his Dialog with Trypho The 
Jew that Baptism is the circumcision of the New 
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Jew that Baptism is the circumcision of the New 
Testament." 

• Irenaeus (130-200 AD) writes in Against Heresies II 22:4
that Jesus came to save all through means of Himself --
all, I say, who through Him are born again to God --
infants and children, boys and youth, and old men." 

• Hippolytus (170-236 A.D.): "And first baptize the little 
ones; and if they can speak for themselves, they shall do 
so; if not, their parents or other relatives shall speak for 
them."



• Origen (185-254 AD) 
– Wrote in his Commentary on Romans 5:9: "For this 
also it was that the Church had from the Apostles a 
tradition to give baptism even to infants." 

– Wrote in his Homily on Luke 14: "Infants are to be 
baptized for the remission of sins." 

• The Council of Carthage in 254 where the 66 
bishops stated: "We ought not hinder any 
person from Baptism and the grace of 
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person from Baptism and the grace of 
God....especially infants....those newly born." 

• Cyprian's (215-258 AD) reply to a bishop who 
wrote to him regarding the baptism of infants 
stated: "Should we wait until the 8th day as did 
the Jews in the circumcision? No, the child 
should be baptized as soon as it is born." 



The catacombs and cemeteries of the Middle East, Africa and 
southern Europe bear witness.  

• There are epitaphs from the 200’s AD of small children 
who had been baptized. It is interesting to note that there 
are no Christian epitaphs in existence earlier than 200. As 
soon as the era of Christian inscriptions begins, we find 
evidence for infant Baptism.  

• In that century there are attributes and symbols in tombstones 
inscriptions of little children which allows us to clearly infer we 
are dealing with baptized children. The following is as early as 
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are dealing with baptized children. The following is as early as 
200 AD or shortly thereafter:
– In the second last line is the phrase Dei Serv(u)s which 
means slave of God followed by the Chi Rho symbol for 
Christ. The last line is the Greek ichtheos familiar as the 
"fish symbol" - an anagram for Jesus Christ God’s Son 
Savior. These words and symbols mark the one-year, two 
months, and four-day-old child as a baptized Christian.



• From the Lateran Museum, also from the 200’s, is a Greek inscription that 
gives information about the religious status of the parents. It reads,  "I, 
Zosimus, a believer from believers, lie here having lived 2 years, 1 month, 
25 days."

• Also from this era are headstones for children who received emergency 
baptism with ages ranging from 11 months to 12 years. Since sources of the 
third century give us to understand that the children of Christian parents 
were baptized in infancy, we must conclude that these emergency baptisms 
were administered to children of non-Christians. The inscriptions 
themselves confirm this conclusion. 

• In the Roman catacomb of Priscilla is reference to a private emergency 
baptism that was administered to the one-and-three-quarter-year-old 
Apronianus and enabled him to die as a believer. The inscription reads: 
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Apronianus and enabled him to die as a believer. The inscription reads: 
Dedicated to the departed Florentius made this inscription for his worthy 
son Apronianus who lived one year and nine months and five days. As 
he was truly loved by his grandmother and she knew that his death was 
imminent, she asked the church that he might depart from, the world as 
a believer.

The fact that it was the grandmother who urged the baptism makes it very 
probable that the father of the child, Florentius, was a pagan. This is 
confirmed by the formula in the first line which is pagan and not found 
on any other Christian epitaphs. We have thus in this inscription 
evidence for a missionary baptism administered to a dying non-Christian 
infant because of his Christian grandmother.



• Augustine (354-430 AD) 
– Wrote in De Genesi Ad Literam, 10:39 declared, "The custom of 

our mother Church in baptizing infants must not be counted 
needless, nor believed to be other than a tradition of the 
Apostles." 

– Further states: "...the whole Church which hastens to baptize 
infants, because it unhesitatingly believes that otherwise they 
cannot possibly be vivified in Christ. 

• In 517 AD, 10 rules of discipline were framed for the 
Church in Spain. The fifth rule states that "...in case 
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Church in Spain. The fifth rule states that "...in case 
infants were ill...if they were offered, to baptize them, 
even though it were the day that they were born...such 
was to be done." ("The History of Baptism" by Robert 
Robinson, London, Thomas Knott, 1790, p.269) 

• In all of the literature and collections of inscriptions from 
that century there is not a single example of Christian 
parents delaying the baptism of their children. 



This pattern of baptizing infants remained in 
Christianity through 
– the Roman Empire, 
– the Byzantine Empire, 
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– the Byzantine Empire, 
– the Dark Ages and 
– The Middle Ages 
– until modern times. 



Changes took place 1500 years 
after Christ & the Apostles…

• In the 1520s the Christian Church experienced 
opposition specifically to infant Baptism under the 
influence of Thomas Muenzer and others who opposed:
– Civil authority, religious authority, original sin and human 

concupiscence (the orientation, inclination or innate tendency of 
human beings to do evil). 
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human beings to do evil). 

• Thomas' opposition was then embraced by a 
considerable number of Swiss, German and Dutch 
Anabaptists. (Anabaptist means “baptized again”.  They 
believe that infant baptism is of no value so people 
baptized as infants must be baptized again.)  

• This brought about strong warning and renunciation by 
the Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Reformed alike. 



Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and all the other Reformers 
practiced infant baptism. 

Today…
Roman Catholic, Orthodox Catholic, Anglican, Methodist 

and Lutheran Churches teach that baptism is a 
sacrament that has actual spiritual and saving effects.

Christian churches that do not see baptism as 
“regenerative” (gives spiritual life) and do not baptize 
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“regenerative” (gives spiritual life) and do not baptize 
infants:  
– Baptists, Disciples of Christ, Churches of Christ, Presbyterian & 

Reformed (may baptize infants to indicate membership in the 
New Covenant), Seventh-day Adventist, Anabaptist, Amish, 
Mennonites, Salvation Army, pentecostal, charismatic and most 
non-denominational churches.



• Those churches which deny Baptism to infants usually do so 
because they have a wrong understanding of Baptism. 
– They see Baptism as something we do (e.g., a public profession of faith, 

etc.) 
– Rather than seeing it as something that God does for us and in us. 

• None of the passages listed above, nor any passage in Scripture, 
describes Baptism as "our work" or as "our public confession of 
faith." 

• Instead, these passages describe Baptism as a gracious and 
powerful work of God through which He miraculously (though 
through very "ordinary" means):
– washes away our sins by applying to us the benefits of Christ's death 
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– washes away our sins by applying to us the benefits of Christ's death 
and resurrection (Acts 2:38:39; Acts 22:16), 

– gives us a new birth in which we "cooperate" just as little as we did in 
our first birth (John 3:5-7), 

– clothes us in Christ's righteousness (Gal. 3:26-27), 
– gives us the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5-6), 
– saves us (1 Peter 3:21),
– buries us and raises us up with Christ as new creatures (Rom. 6:4; Col. 

2:11-12), 
– makes us holy in God's sight (Eph. 5: 25-26) and 
– incorporates us into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).



Lutherans believe that…
The Bible teaches that a person is saved… 

– by God's grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ. 
Baptism is one of the miraculous means of grace (together with God's written and 

spoken Word) through which God creates the gift of faith in a person's heart. 
We do not claim to understand how this happens or how it is possible (it is a 

miracle!).
We believe (because of what the Bible says about Baptism) that when an infant is 

baptized God creates faith in the heart of that infant. 
This faith cannot yet, of course, be expressed or articulated, yet it is real and 

present all the same.
Parents and sponsors of a baptized child bear the responsibility of teaching this 

child God's Word so that the child's faith may remain alive and grow (Matt. 
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child God's Word so that the child's faith may remain alive and grow (Matt. 
28:18-20). 

Confirmation is a time-honored church tradition (not required by God's Word, but--
we believe--useful nonetheless) in which the child baptized as an infant is given 
the opportunity to confess for himself or herself the faith that he or she was 
unable to confess as an infant. Faith is not "created" at confirmation, but rather 
confessed for all to hear, so that the church can join and rejoice in this public 
confession, which has its roots in the faith which God Himself created in 
Baptism.

Since those baptized are also to be instructed in the Christian faith, (Matt. 28:20), 
the church baptizes infants only where there is the assurance that parents or 
spiritual guardians (often grandparents!) will nurture the faith of the one baptized 
through continued teaching of God's Word.

The amount of water and method of application are not specified.  Any will do.



Do you believe in miracles?
Baptism is a miracle – regardless of age and 
mental condition!

Thank God for the gift of faith through the 
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Thank God for the gift of faith through the 
miracle of baptism!
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