
1

The Sadducees

…John Hyrcanus to the 
destruction of the Temple

The Hellenization Period

� Alexander The Great Died in 323 B.C.

Conquered Jerusalem in 332 B.C.

� The Kingdom divided among his Generals

To the North – Seleucus

Seleucid Empire 

To the South - Ptolemy 

Ptolemaic Empire 

The Hellenization Period

� Antigonus of Sokho

Simon the Just, the High Priest — whom 
Alexander the Great bowed to when he 
entered Jerusalem — died in the year 273 
BCE. Antigonus succeeded him as inheritor of 
the Oral Tradition (Avos 1:3). Later disciples 
would misinterpret his words to start the sect 
known as the Sadducees.

The Hellenization Period

� Septuagint written in Alexandria

Ptolemy Philadelphus (reigned from 
285–246 BCE) commanded 72 Jewish 
sages to translate the Torah into Greek. 
This became known as the Septuagint. 

The Hellenization Period

� The Jewish Hellenists adopted the 
language and customs of the Greeks 
(circa 200 B.C.)

� Primarily the upper class

The Hellenists all but collapsed in the wake of the defeat of the 

Greeks and the miracle of Chanukah. Most of them retreated to 
the city of Caesarea, became completely Greek and were no 

longer part of the Jewish people.

The Hellenization Period

� The Selucid ruler Antiochus Epiphanes
attempted to force Hellenization upon the 
Jews

He outlawed the religion, making illegal (upon 
the punishment of death) such practices as 
circumcision and keeping the Sabbath. The 
Many Jews fled to Alexandria. Those who 
remained in Judea were threatened with 
physical and spiritual annihilation. 
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Antiochus III The Great The Seleucid Empire

The Hasmonean Period

� Mattathias, of the Priestly class (166 
B.C.)

When the Greek army tried to forcibly 
make the people of his town (Modin) 
sacrifice a pig to a Greek idol, he slew a 
Jewish collaborator and yelled, 
“Whoever is for God – come to me!”

The Hasmonean Period

� Mattathias’ family became known as the 
Maccabees (an acronym which stood for 
the first four Hebrew letters in Exodus
15:11, meaning, “Who is like You, 
God?”) 

� Raised an army of 12,000

� Defeated an army of 50,000 Syrians

The Hasmonean Period

� The Miracle of Chanukah (Hanukkah )  
(165 B.C.) or the Festival of Lights

� Justin, Jonathan and Simon Maccabee 

took over the role of both King and 
High Priest.

The Hasmonean Period

� Simon Maccabee made the 1st alliance 
with Rome. (135 B.C.)

� Simon and 2 sons were assassinated

� John Hyrcanus (son of Simon)

Forced the Idumeans to convert

Became a Sadducee
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The Sadducees

Two Jews, Zadok and Boethus, misinterpreted the 
words of the Antigous of Sokho to mean that there 
was no reward or punishment, no World-to-Come 
Their followers became known as the Sadducees 
(after Zadok) or the Boethusians (after Boethus). The 
three planks of their party platform were: 

No life hereafter; no reward and punishment, 

There is no such thing as the Oral Tradition, 

The priestly class is the ruling class. 

The Pharisees

The Pharisees were the Torah sages, the 
traditional Jews, who represented the long-
standing ideas and practices of the Jewish 
people. The Hebrew word for Pharisee, 
Perushim, means to separate, because they 
separated themselves from the Hellenists and 
all outside influences. the Sadducees were a 
very powerful minority. This would lead to a 
political-religious struggle conflict that would 
last a hundred years and lead to open civil 
war. 

The Sons of John Hyrcanus

� Judah Aristobulus (oldest, died)

� Alexander Jannaeus (ruled from 103 
B.C. – 76 B.C.)

Married his brothers wife, Salome 
Alexandra 

Greatly expanded the empire

Persecuted the Pharisees

The Sons of John Hyrcanus

� Alexander Jannaeus provoked the masses and then ordered his 
non-Jewish mercenary soldiers to butchered 6,000 Jews during 
the festival of Sukkot (Feast of Booths, Feast of Tabernacles). 
This led to open civil war. He attempted to arrest the last of the 
Pharisee leaders. Most escaped. However, those he caught were 
often executed via crucifixion. In one incident, he nailed 800 
people to crucifixes in one day along the road outside Jerusalem
and slew their wives and children in front of them as they slowly 
died on the crucifix. 

� However, in the last decade of his life he saw the debacle he 
caused and called for a truce with the Pharisees, returning to 
them power over the daily and religious life of the people. The 
last 10 years of his life was a Golden Age for the Jews. 

WIDOW’S MITE: A bronze Mite, also known as a Lepton (meaning small), 
minted by Alexander Jannaeus, King of Judaea, 103 - 76 B.C. obverse: the 

blooming lotus scepter of ancient Egypt in circle, reverse: star of eight 
rays. The Sons of Alexander Jannaeus

� Salome Alexandra, wife of Alexander 
Jannaeus, ruled 9 years

� Two Sons: Aristobulus & Hyrcanus

� Civil War broke out
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The Sons of Alexander Jannaeus

� Aristobolus defeated his brother Hyrcanus. 
But when the Roman general Pompey came 
to Jerusalem, he surrendered and was 
brought to Rome to be degraded in a 
triumphal procession. However, Pompey let 
him live and when Caesar drove Pompey from 
Rome he gave Aristobulus two legions to 
destroy Pompey. However, Pompey’s agents 
(with the help of Antipater) poisoned 
Aristobulus before he could reach Judea. 

The Sons of Alexander Jannaeus

� Hyrcanus army was routed by the army of his brother 
Aristobulus. However, his talented Idumean advisor, Antipater, 
encouraged him to regroup and besieged the army of 
Aristobulus holed up in the Temple fortress of Antonius. It was 
during this period that he sent up a pig instead of the sheep to 
the neutral priests serving in the Temple and caused the 
Talmud to remark that the world shook from the act. 

� When Julius Caesar came to power, he allowed Hyrcanus to be 
High Priest, but not king and thus limiting his power. 

� Caesar gave most of the power to Antipater, a former non-
Jewish slave converted through dubious means. He was 
eventually defeated by Herod, who at one point treated him 
well but then had him executed.

The End of Hasmonean Era

� Antipater Advisor of Hyrcanus. An Idumean (non-Jew) who 
would father Herod. He drafted an army of mercenaries and 
organized the offer corps out of his own Idumean compatriots. 

� He convinced Hyrcanus to switch his allegiance from Pompey to 
Caesar. When the Roman civil war ended in Julius Caesar’s 
complete victory Hyrcanus was in a fortuitous position.However, 
desirous to control Judea without fully occupying it, Caesar 
made Hyrcanus only the High Priest, not the king.

� Antipater the Roman Legate, became in effect the ruler of the 
country. This is how the rulership of the country passed from 
the Hasmoneans to people who claimed to be Jewish but were 
not Jewish, people who would do the bidding of the Romans. 

The End of Hasmonean Era

� Mariamne, 2nd wife of Herod, was the granddaughter 
of Hyrcanus. Herod married her to reinforce the 
illusory claim that he was part of the Hasmonean
Dynasty. His love for her was unrequited. She viewed 
herself as the victim of an arranged marriage. After 
Herod had her grandfather and mother executed, she 
attempted to commit suicide, but was unsuccessful. 
However, Herod then executed her in 29 B.C.They
had two sons together. Herod eventually had them 
executed also. With their execution there was no 
living remnant left of the Hasmoneans. 

Vs. 1 Now when Festus was come into the 
province, after three days he ascended from 

Caesarea to Jerusalem.


