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The Ephesians
• This epistle was written to Christian (1:1) 

gentiles (2:11-13, 3:1, 4:17-24) living in or 

near the city of Ephesus (1:1).
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Ephesus

• Was for many years the second largest city of the Roman Empire
(and the world) behind Rome with population of 400,000 to 500,000 
at its peak around 100 AD.

• Religious Center

– The city was famed for the Temple of Artemis one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World the largest building in the world at 
the time.

• Commercial Center & Port

– Five kilometers inland from the Mediterranean Sea on the River 
Cayster and just north of the Maeander River Valley. 

– On the main route from Rome to the east.  

– Declined as the harbor was slowly silted up by the river.

– There were two agoras, one for commercial and one for state 
business.

• Government Center under Rome

– the capital of proconsular Asia, the seat of the governor.



• Christianity

– Jews who resided in Ephesus were exempted from 
military service and had the right to live by their own 
religious customs (as they were in Judea and 
Galilee). 

– At least one synagogue.  Likely there were several.

– Visited by St. Paul.

– One of the seven churches of Asia that are cited in 
the Book of Revelation.

• Starting point of a Roman postal route that 
passed through all seven cities.

– The Gospel of John might have been written in 
Ephesus. 

– The house of the Virgin Mary is believed to have 
been the last home of Mary, mother of Jesus. 

– Site of several Christian councils dealing with right 
doctrine.

• Ephesus contains the largest collection of Roman ruins in 
the eastern Mediterranean. Only an estimated 15% has been 
excavated. 



• Completed in 135 AD by the son 

of Julius Celsus Polemaenus to 

honor his father the consul of Asia 

province whose sarcophagus was 

located beneath the structurre.

• Contained 12,000 scrolls.

• Served the cultural life of the 

community for 145 years.

• It and the books were burned by 

the invading Goths in 262 AD.  Only 

the façade remained.

Library of Celsus



Artemis of the Greeks, the sister of Apollo. 

Diana to the Romans

Artemis lived in Nature; was everywhere 

wherever there was life, the mother of all living 

things; 

all offerings of every possible nature were 

acceptable so vast wealth poured into her 

temple. 

Worshipped in her temple and in small shrines 

sometimes modeled after the temple. More 

frequently the shrines were exceedingly crude 

objects, either of silver or stone or wood or 

clay. They were made at Ephesus by 

dependents of the temple, and carried by the 

pilgrims throughout the world. 

The makers of the shrines of Diana formed an 

exceedingly large class.

None of the silver shrines have been 

discovered, but those of marble and of clay 

have appeared among the ruins of Ephesus. 

Statue of Artemis (Diana) in 

Ephesus Museum



• The original temple was set on fire by an arsonist seeking lasting 

fame but rebuilt in greater magnificence at the time of Alexander the 

Great. 

• One of the seven wonders of the ancient world: supported by a 

forest of 56’ high columns, at the center, hidden by curtains, within a 

gorgeous shrine, stood the very ancient image of the goddess, on

wood or ebony reputed to have fallen from the sky (meteorite?). 

• There was a close connection between the worship of Artemis and 

magic so Ephesus was a center for the magical arts. 

• Behind the shrine was a treasury, where, as in 'the safest bank in 

Asia,' nations and kings stored their most precious things. 

• Ruined by Goths in 262 AD. Scarcely a trace remains.

Antipater of Sidon who 

compiled a list of the Seven 

Wonders:

"I have set eyes on the wall 

of lofty Babylon on which is a 

road for chariots, and the 

statue of Zeus by the 

Alpheus, and the hanging 

gardens, and the colossus of 

the Sun, and the huge labour

of the high pyramids, and the 

vast tomb of Mausolus; but 

when I saw the house of 

Artemis that mounted to the 

clouds, those other marvels 

lost their brilliancy, and I 

said, 'Lo, apart from 

Olympus, the Sun never 

looked on aught so grand."



Theatre

• First built in the Hellenistic times, renovated about 50 AD and in the 100s 

AD.

• The largest theatre in Turkey with seating capacity of 24.000.

• To improve the already excellent acoustics, large bronze or clay sounding-

vessels were placed at various points around the auditorium.





Paul & the Ephesians
• Paul is thankful for them because of their "faith 

in the Lord Jesus and their love towards the holy 
ones" (1:15-16a).

• He knows details about their pre-Christian past 
(Eph 2:1-2; 4:20-24; 5:8).

• Paul also knows them well enough to pray for 
them (Eph 1:16b) and to ask them to pray for 
him (Eph 6:19-20).

• Paul first went to Ephesus at the close of his 
second missionary journey (Acts 18:18-22).

– He arrived there with Aquila and Priscilla from 
Corinth.

– Paul left behind the nucleus of the Ephesian
church.



• During his third missionary journey, Paul traveled overland to 
Ephesus (Acts 19:1).

– Found some “disciples” (twelve men) who had received only 
John’s baptism and had not yet received the Holy Spirit. Paul 
baptized them "in the name of the Lord Jesus,” (Acts 19:1-7).

– Paul spoke in the synagogue again for three months, but, when 
he was opposed, he began to use the lecture hall called 
Tyrannus; he did this for two years (Acts 19:8-10).

– Many miracles were done by Paul (Acts 19:11-12), and notes the 
incident of the seven sons of Sceva who tried disastrously to 
drive out demons in the name of Jesus (Acts 19:13-16).

– Paul had many gentile converts in Ephesus, some even who had 
practiced sorcery: as part of their confession, publicly burned 
their sorcery-related scrolls (Acts 19:17-20). 

– A riot broke out over the decline in revenue for the silversmiths 
who manufactured statues of the goddess Artemis, whose 
temple was in the city (Acts 19:23-41). 

– After this Paul left Ephesus for Macedonia, after staying for a 
total of about three years (Act 20:31). This is longer than his stay 
with any other mission congregation he served.



• At the end of his third missionary journey, on his 

way to Jerusalem from Achaia and Macedonia, 

Paul stopped at Miletus (nearby port) where the 

Ephesian elders met him (Acts 20:17).

– It was an emotional reunion.  “Much weeping on the 

part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, being 

sorrowful…” (Acts 20:36-38) 

– Although the Ephesian elders protest, Paul explained 

that he must go to Jerusalem, in spite of the dangers 

that awaited him there; he also warned that false 

teachers would arise from within seeking to lead 

believers astray (Acts 20:13-38.) 



Written when?  From where?
• Paul was in prison when he wrote the letter (Eph 3:1; 4:1; 6:20).  Which prison?

– Paul was in prison in Caesarea for two years sometime during the period of 
54-60, and 

– He was a prisoner in Rome for at least two years sometime during the period 
of 56-62 and again at the end of his life before he was executed in Rome.

– There is no record that Tychicus (delivered the letter) was with Paul in 
Caesarea.

– Early Christian leaders support Rome as the location.

– In Caesarea Paul was kept in confinement.  In Rome he lived in a house and 
could see and witness to people without hindrance as described in 
Ephesians.

– Paul mentions intent to visit Philippi and Colosse (Philemon 1:26) which is in 
keeping with his view from Rome than from Caesarea where his sights were 
only on Rome.

– So, Paul wrote the Letter to the Ephesians around 60AD from Rome.

• It is probable that Paul wrote the Letter to the Ephesians at the same time that 
he wrote the Letter to the Colossians and his letter to Philemon.

– First, Eph. And Col. are to be delivered by Tychicus (Col 4:7-8; Eph 6:21-
22). 

– Second, the note concerning Tychicus is identical, word for word, in both 
letters: "whom I sent to you for this purpose in order that you know matters 
concerning me and that he might encourage your heart." 

– Third, in all three, Paul calls himself a prisoner or speaks of his chains.



How delivered?
Ephesians 6:21 indicates that Tychicus would carry the letter. He…

• Accompanied Paul part of the way from Macedonia to Jerusalem, From 
the Province of Asia in which Ephesus was located.  Acts 20:4…He was 
accompanied (toward Jerusalem) by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from 
Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from 
Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province 
of Asia.

• With prisoner Paul in Rome. Sent by Paul on several important 
missions.

– Ephesians 6:21
[ Final Greetings ] Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant
in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I 
am and what I am doing.

– Colossians 4:7
[ Final Greetings ] Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is 
a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the 
Lord.

• With Paul after his release from prison:

– 2 Timothy 4:12
I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 

– Titus 3:12
[ Final Remarks ] As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do 
your best to come to me at Nicopolis, because I have decided to 
winter there. 



Follow-up…

• Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus as a leader 

because false doctrine afflicted the congregation.  

(1Timothy 1:3).  

• Ephesus became a leading church in Asia Minor.  

(Revelations 2:1-7).

• Early Christian historian 

Eusebius reports that the 

apostle John settled in 

Ephesus for the final years 

of his ministry.  

•Traditional has Mary, the 

mother of Jesus with him. Chapel over Mary’s house.Chapel over Mary’s house.Chapel over Mary’s house.



Questions About Ephesians
• Some claim that the linguistics of the letter are different 

from Paul’s other letters so it was written by one of his 
disciples.  Their evidence is not conclusive.  The early 
church universally accepted it as Paul’s.

• The address to the Ephesians is questioned.  Some 
early editions do not name Ephesus or the name was 
added as in the Codex Sinaitiucs (mid 300s). An early 
Christian leader reported that it was written to Laodicea
(near Ephesus). The Muratorian canon (late 100s)                             
reports it as to the Ephesians as do most early Christian 
leaders.

• In contrast to some of his other letters, the Letter to the 
Ephesians is not personal. 

– No specific issues or problems in                             
the church, 

– Sends no greetings to anyone in the              
conclusion of the letter as in other letters.


