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Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

References
– The Lutheran Study Bible, English 
Standard Version

– www.abu.nb.ca/courses/ntintro/eph.htm
(Crandall University)

– Commentary on Ephesians, George 
Stoeckhardt

New Testament Canon (Scripture)

– Not in chronological order.  

• Paul’s epistles by word count or time order where two have 

the same name (e.g. 1st & 2nd Corinthians). Hebrews next.  

Other epistles grouped by author, and ordered like Paul’s 

letters.

– 4 Gospels

– 1 History (Acts of the Apostles)

– 13 epistles by Paul

• Named after the region, city or person to whom each was 

addressed

– 8 epistles written by others

• Named after the author, except Hebrews (author unknown so 

named after the people whom it primarily addresses)

– 1 “apocalyptic” book: The Book of Revelation

• The Greek “apokalypsis” means “to uncover or reveal”.

Four Criteria for Canonicity

How certain books were eventually accepted into the NT 
Canon (books considered to be authoritative as 
scripture) , while others were rejected:
– Apostolic Origin - attributed to and/or based on the 
preaching/teaching of the first-generation apostles (or their 
closest companions like Mark & Luke). 

– Universal Acceptance - acknowledged by all major Christian 
communities in the Mediterranean world (by the end of the fourth
century). 

– Liturgical Use - read publicly along with the Old Testament 
when early Christians gathered for weekly worship services. 

– Consistent Message - containing theological ideas compatible 
with other accepted Christian writings (incl. the divinity and
humanity Jesus).

Codex Sinaiticus, a manuscript of the 

Christian Bible written in the middle of the 

300s AD, contains the earliest complete 

copy of the Christian New Testament. The 

hand-written text is in Greek. 

Papyrus 46
• The earliest substantial New Testament 

manuscript known to exist is this codex of 

Paul's epistles.

• From about the year 200. 

• The existing leaves contain (in this order) 

• The last eight chapters of Romans; 

• All of Hebrews; 

• Virtually all of 1–2 Corinthians; 

• All of Ephesians, 

• All of Galatians, 

• All of Philippians, 

• All of Colossians; and 

• Two chapters of 1 Thessalonians. 

• All of the leaves have lost some lines at the 

bottom through deterioration.

• 30 leaves are at the University of Michigan 

and 56 are in Dublin, Ireland. 
The leaf shown here, from 

the University of Michigan, 

contains Ephesians 1:1-11. 

The Author
• In the salutation author identifies himself as "Paul, the apostle of Christ 
Jesus," and again in 3:1: "I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ." 

• By the end of the second century, it is clear that the church accepts the 
Letter to the Ephesians as a work of Paul. 
– Irenaeus (130-200AD) quotes Eph 5:30, and introduces it with "as blessed 
Paul declares in his Letter to the Ephesians“.  On several other occasions 
also he attributes the letter to Paul.

– Marcion (140AD) believed that the letter was written by Paul. 

– After quoting 1 Cor 11:3 using "says the apostle," followed by a quotation 
from Gal 5:16-23, Clement of Alexandria (150-215AD) then introduces a 
quotation from Eph 5:21-25 as follows: "Therefore also in the Letter to the 
Ephesians he writes“.  The implication is the same apostle wrote all three 
letters. Clement also quotes Eph 4:13-15 as from the same apostle who 
wrote 2nd Corinthians.

– In the Muratorian canon, the Letter to the Ephesians is listed as one of 
Paul's letters. 

• The oldest known canon or list of books of the New Testament, written 
180-200AD; 

• Survives in a single copy in poor Latin translated many years later,

• It supplies historical and other information regarding each book of the 
New Testament, the spurious ones are rejected with the remark that 
some could be used but were not allowed to be read in the church. 

– Tertullian (160-220) believed that the letter was written by Paul (De Monog.
5; De praes. 36; Adv. Marc. 4.5.1). 
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Paul
• Named Saul later changed to Paul.

• Jewish

• Grew up in Tarsus, Cilicia.

• Apprenticed as a tentmaker.

• Studied Scripture as a Pharisee at Jerusalem under 
Rabbi Gamaliel the Elder.

• Zealously defended Judaism against Christians as false 
teachers.  

• 36AD Jesus confronted and called Paul to be His 
missionary.  Paul was baptized in Damascus. 

• Spent some years east of Damascus in the Arabian 
Desert.

• Went to Jerusalem, then back to Tarsus, and then to the 
Christians in Antioch, Syria.

• Sent as missionary.  Likely four main journeys primarily 
around the Aegean Sea.

• Likely executed by order of Emperor Nero in 68AD.

Earliest manuscript of 

Philemon, late 100s or 

early 200s AD. At 

University of Cologne.

Paul’s 13 Epistles 
– Romans, “to all those in Rome who are loved by God and called 
to be saints”, 55AD

– 1st Corinthians, to Christians of the city of Corinth in Achaia, 
55AD before Pentecost (spring)

– 2nd Corinthians, 55AD before winter

– Galatians, to Christians in the province of Galatia including 
Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, 51 to 53AD 

– Ephesians, to Christian of the city of Ephesus in               
Province of Asia, 60AD

– Philippians, city of Philippi in Province of Macedonia, 60AD

– Colossians, city of Colossae in Province of Phrygia, 60AD 

– 1st Thessalonians, city of Thessalonica in Province of 
Macedonia, 51AD

– 2nd Thessalonians, 52AD

– 1st Timothy, disciple of Paul, traveled with Paul, 65AD

– 2nd Timothy, 68AD

– Titus, disciple of Paul, traveled with Paul, 68AD

– Philemon, Christian of Colossae, 60AD

Oldest Image of St. Paul

A fresco, which dates back to the 4th Century AD, was 

discovered during restoration work at the Catacomb of Saint 

Thekla close to the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls in 

Rome which is said to be built on the site where he was buried. 

Discovered in 2009. It is the classic image of St Paul:  thin face, 

pointed black beard.


