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Predestination

Be still and know 

that I am God.  
Psalms 46:10
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Elect

• People selected by God for salvation.

Predestination

• Some of mankind (the elect) were selected by God for salvation 
before creation.

Double Predestination/Absolute Predestination/Reprobation

• Some of mankind (the elect) were selected by God for salvation 
before creation, so it makes sense that the remainder are 
necessarily pre-ordained to damnation.

Conditional Predestination

• God looks ahead in time to see who will believe and predestines 
them to salvation because of their faith.

Foreknowledge

• God sees the future as if it was in the present.  (Even time is a 
creation of God that exists only in His creation.)
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Making Spiritual Decisions

Feelings/Emotions?  

• Jeremiah 17: 9f  (Jeremiah’s questions) The heart is deceitful above 
all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it? (God answers) 
I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man 
according to  his conduct according to what his deeds deserve. 

• John 8:31, 32 If you continue in My Word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.

• Martin Luther, What Luther Says, Vol.1, p. 514, Vol. 2, p. 692.
"Feeling must follow, but faith, apart from all feeling, must be there first.”.

"You have as much laughter as you have faith." 

Everyone finds that their emotions or feelings lead them to incorrect 
decisions because emotions and feelings are influenced by  
experience, fatigue, relationships, assumptions, etc.  We cannot 
take that risk with spiritual questions and issues of salvation.

Reason/Logic?

• 1 Corinthians 13:8f  Love never fails.  But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the 
imperfect disappears…Now we see but a poor reflection as in a 
mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known. Written by the Apostle 
Paul.

• Romans 9:20-21 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?  
Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, “Why did you 
make me like this?” Does not the potter have the right to make out 
of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some 
for common use?

• Proverbs 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. (KJV)

• Our spiritual knowledge is incomplete.  Human logic is – human, 
fallible.
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Scripture?

• 2 Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

• 2 Peter 1:21  Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For the prophecy never 
had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.

• Romans 3:3  They (the Jews) have been entrusted with the very words of 
God.

• 1 Corinthians 2:13  …no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God.  We(Paul) have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but 
in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  

• Romans 9:20-21 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?  Shall what 
is formed say to him who formed it, “Why did you make me like this?”
Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay 
some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?

• The Holy Scriptures differ from all other books in the 
world in that they are the Word of God.

• As the Word of God, they are to be accepted and 
honored and not brought down to our understanding or 
changed to convey our message. 

• God does not reveal to us all He knows, all He did and 
intends to do for our salvation, nor His reasons for His 
acts. But God did reveal as much as He wants us to 
know and as much as we need to know regarding 
salvation through Christ.  He does not satisfy our 
curiosity as to His secret counsels.  

• So, we say with Paul:  O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!
Romans 11:33



4

Salvation

• Romans 10:13f  …for, "Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved." (Joel 2:32) How, then, 
can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have 
not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? And how can they preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!” (Isaiah 52:7)

• Ephesians 1:11-13.  And you also were included in 
Christ, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…

• We are introduced to God through His Word.

• We are saved by the gift of faith.

• Romans 9:16  It (God’s choices) does not, therefore, 
depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s 
mercy.

• Romans 11:7f, there is a remnant chosen by grace.  
And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it 
were, grace would no longer be grace.

• God is fully responsible for salvation.

• We need not worry about whether we are “good enough”
since we cannot be saved by good works but only by 
Grace, a free gift.

• God's gift of saving grace to man does not depend to 
any degree on some action--or even decision--by man to 
accept that gift. If man does anything at all, salvation is 
arguably not by grace alone. 
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• Acts 13:46f Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak 
the word of God to you first.  Since you reject it and do not consider 
yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles..” When the 
Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 
who were appointed for eternal life believed.

• Hebrews 10:26f  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful 
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies 
of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think a 
man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who 
has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and 
who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

• 1 Corinthians 5:11  But now I am writing you that you must not associate with 
anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an 
idolater, or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler…

• People are fully responsible for their damnation. 

• Acts 13:46f …we (Paul & Barnabas) now turn to the Gentiles..” When the 
Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 
who were appointed for eternal life believed.

• Romans 8:28f  And we know tht in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 
Son…And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in 
response to this?  If God is for us, who can be against us?...in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, not any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

• One leads to the next: predestined – called – justified – glorified.

• God selected us so who can possibly pose any threat to us?

• We know we are predestined because we have faith, not because we are good.

• No one will come to faith in Christ as Savior and yet be denied eternal life
because of not being one of the elect.  Those who come to faith do so because 
they are elected to do so.
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• 2 Peter 1:10  Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager 
to make your calling and election sure.  For if you do 
these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich 
welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

• 2 Thessalonians 2:13f  But we ought always to thank God 
for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the 
beginning God chose you to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the 
truth.  He called you to this through our gospel, that you 
might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So then, 
brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed 
on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.

• The faithful can lose faith.  Assurance of election is only 
valid when one is faithful.

When were Christians selected by God?

• 2 Thessalonians 2:13f  But we ought always to thank God for you, 
brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose 
you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth.  He called you to this through our 
gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So
then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to 
you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.

• Ephesians 1:4-8  For he (God) chose us in him before the creation of 
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined 
us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance 
with his pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which 
he has freely given us in the One he loves.  In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches 
of God’s grade that he lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding.  

• God made His selection before we existed, before anything existed…
“from the beginning”, “before the creation of the world”.
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Who can be saved?

• John 3:16f  Jesus said, ”For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save 
the world through him  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.

• Matthew 28:17f   Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you…

• 2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise…He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

• 1 Timothy 2: 2f   …that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

• It is God’s will that everyone is saved.

• Nothing in Scripture even hints that it is God’s will that anyone should be 
damned.  No one is predestined to hell.

So…

• Simultaneously, God predestined some people to 
salvation AND God wants everyone to be saved but 
knows that not all will be saved.  (It’s tough to be 
God.)

• We cannot reconcile this by the information 
provided in Scripture.  

• God tells us what He chooses to tell us.  We should 
not add or subtract from His Word.  

• Some reconcile this apparent conflict by teaching 
that if God predestines some to salvation then He 
MUST predestine everyone else to damnation 
(sometimes called Double Predestination, Absolute 
Predestination, or Reprobation).  This may make 
sense according to human logic but is not 
supported by Scripture.
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So…Why are some saved and not others?

• Theologians throughout history have referred to this 
question as the "crux theologorum" ("the cross of the 
theologians") because of the difficulty (and from the 
Lutheran perspective, the impossibility) of giving an answer 
to this question which is satisfactory to our human reason.

• Some answer this question by pointing to man's "free will"--
only those are saved who "choose" to be saved. Lutherans 
reject this answer as unscriptural because according to the 
Bible even man's will is "dead" and powerless to "choose" 
God and his grace in Christ. We are saved not because we 
"choose" to be saved but because the Holy Spirit works faith 
in our heart through the Gospel (even faith is a gift!). 

• Others answer this question by pointing to God's sovereign 
will: God himself predestines from eternity some to be saved 
and others to be damned. Lutherans reject this answer is as 
unscriptural because according to the Bible God sincerely 
desires all to be saved and has predestined no one to 
damnation. 

• So how do Lutherans answer this question? 

The answer is that Lutherans do not try to answer it, 
because (Lutherans believe) the Bible itself does 
not provide an answer to this question that is 
comprehensible to human reason. 

• Lutherans affirm, with Scripture, that whoever is 
saved is saved by God's grace alone, a grace so 
sure that it excludes all human "action" and 
"choice" but rather rests on the foundation of God's 
action in Christ and his "choice" (predestination) 
from before the beginning of time. 

• Lutherans also affirm, with Scripture, that those 
who are damned are damned not by God's 
"choice" but on account of their own human sin 
and rebellion and unbelief. 
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God’s Will

Ephesians 1:11-13 In him we were also chosen, 
having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity 
with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who 
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of his glory.  And you also were included in 
Christ, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you 
were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit…

Be still, and know that I am God;

Psalm 46:10

Benefits of Predestination

• It is a comfort to Christians because they know that 
God selected them.  Their salvation is not 
dependent upon the way they came to belief, the 
magnitude of their good works, the number of their 
good works, their position or stature in life or in the 
church or ANYTHING other than the Grace of God.

• Christians stand in awe of God humbled by the 
depth and breadth of His decisions.

• It is a comfort during the difficulties and trials of life.
No matter how bad things get Christians know with 
blessed assurance that they will see heaven.

• Because God sends them to the entire world, 
Christians remain motivated to share the Good 
News with those who do not yet know Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior.
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One who believes and so is predestined will not:

• Live an ungodly life because he is predestined.

– As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 

deeds is dead. James 2:26

• Give up on sharing the Good News because there 

is no hope for those who are not predestined.

– All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you Matthew 28:17f   

By the way…

1 Peter 1:18f  For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of 
life handed down to you from your 
forefathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He 
was chosen before the creation of the 
world, but was revealed in these last times 
for your sake. Through him you believe in 
God, who raised him from the dead and 
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are 
in God.
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Historical Background

Prior to 1054 A.D. One Christian Church

After 1054 A.D. Roman Catholic & Eastern Orthodox

1520s A.D. Reformation of the Roman Catholic Church

Evangelical (today called Lutheran)

Predestination

Martin Luther, (early 1500s), Philip Melanchthon (mid-1500s) and others of 
Germany

Reformed/Calvinism

Predestination & Double Predestination 

Ulrich Zwingli (early 1500s) in Switzerland, John Calvin (mid-1500s)of 
France, and others

Includes:  Presbyterian, Reformed, Episcopal, United Church of Christ, 
Congregational, Particular Baptists, Reformed Baptists 

Arminianism and the Wesleyan

Conditional Predestination

Jacob Arminius (late 1500s) in Neatherlands, John Wesley (late 1700s) in 
America

Includes:  Methodists, Free Will Baptists, General Baptists, Churches of 
Christ, Disciples of Christ, Church of the Nazarene, Seventh-day 
Adventists, Mennonites,  Pentecostals, and Charismatic; many  
Southern Baptists, including Billy Graham, accept Arminianism 

Roman Catholicism

Predestination (with some unique understandings)

Summary

• Before creation, God selected some people to be 
Christians and go to heaven.

• People are called to the Christian faith through the 
Scripture.

• The Christian faith is a gift of God.

• The Christian faith is naturally expressed by a godly 
life.

• God wants everyone to go to heaven.

• God directs Christians to share His Good News 
with people who are not Christians.

• God’s ways and reasons are beyond our 
understanding.

Be still, and know that I am God; Psalm 46:10



12

Be still and know that 

I am God. Psalms 46:10

Be still and know that I am God.
Psalms 46:10
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Be 

still 

and 

know 

that I 

am 

God.  
Psalm 

46:10

Be 

still 

and 

know 

that    

I am 

God.  
Psalm 

46:10
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